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SENIOR FELLOWS 



 

Stephen R. Lyons “Steve” 
General, U.S. Army (Retired) 

 

During a visit to the Port of Los Angeles in June 2022 the President of the United 
States announced the appointment of General Steve Lyons as Special Envoy for Ports 
and Supply Chains.  As an integral part of the White House Supply Chain Disruption Task 
Force, he worked across a broad spectrum of industry, labor, academic, and government 
stakeholders to mitigate pandemic induced bottlenecks that were adversely impacting 
inflationary pressure and consumer confidence.  During his tenure he played a central 
advisory role in resolving railroad, parcel freight, and longshore labor contracts. He also 
led a government interagency Unified Coordination Group (UCG) focused on domestic 
crisis response.      
 

Prior to his role as special envoy, he retired from the US Army after 38 years of 
active service culminating as the 13th commander of US Transportation Command 
(TRANSCOM). TRANSCOM is one of 11 Presidentially appointed and Senate confirmed 
combatant commands in the Department of Defense.  TRANSCOM is responsible for 
operating the multibillion-dollar defense transportation system, routinely deploying and 
sustaining military forces, providing aerial refueling, medical aerial evacuation, and 
humanitarian assistance to support US national security goals around the globe.  In 2021 
he led the mobility operation that enabled the historic evacuation of over 124,000 
Afghans and other non-combatants from Kabul international airport. 
 

He began his career in Germany during the Cold War and subsequently held a 
wide range of assignments to include command of troops at every level, multiple combat 
deployments, and over eight years of experience in joint (multi-service) assignments. 
As a battalion commander in 2003, he led more than 1,200 Soldiers as part of the 3d 
Infantry Division ground assault to liberate Baghdad. He subsequently spent more than 
40 months deployed to the US Central command area of responsibility in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan.   

 



A native of Rensselaer New York, General Lyons graduated from the Rochester 
Institute of Technology and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the US Army in 
1983. He holds two master’s degrees, one from the Naval Postgraduate School in supply 
chain management; and the second from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in 
national resource strategy. His awards include the defense distinguished service medal, 
the master parachutist badge, and numerous leadership awards.  He has been 
recognized in the Congressional Record and inducted into the Hall of Fame at the 82d 
Airborne Division, Naval Postgraduate School, U.S. Army Materiel Command, and U.S. 
Army Ordnance Corps. 

 
## 

 



Scott Stalker served on active duty in the United States Marine Corps for 31 years, retiring in 
August 2023. While on active duty, Stalker served as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader 
for the Defense Intelligence Agency, United States Cyber Command, National Security 
Agency, and in his final assignment with United States Space Command. He served in a 
multitude of locations during his distinguished military career to include combat operations 
in Somalia, Bosnia, & Iraq and a Non-Combatant Evacuation Operation in Tirana, Albania. 

In addition to his strategic leadership assignments, Scott served with HMM-365, 26th MEU 
(SOC), Joint Intelligence Center Pacific, 1st Bn 7th Marines, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine 
Division, 2nd Marine Division, Marine Corps Intelligence Activity, 3rd Marine Division, the Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command, Marine Corps Forces Special Operations Command and the 
Joint Staff J-2. 

Stalker has a bachelor’s degree in intelligence studies and a master’s degree in cybersecurity, 
as well as an organizational leadership certificate from Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government. He completed studies at John Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies, where he became a SECDEF Strategic Thinkers Program CAPSTONE 
graduate. 

Stalker currently serves as a senior consultant and executive advisor for several different 
corporations and is the founder and CEO of S2 – Stalker Solutions LLC.  He is a keynote 
speaker for high-profile events within the federal government, intelligence community and 
national security sector and serves on the boards of several businesses and nonprofits. He 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Wounded Warrior Project® (WWP), Marine Raider 
Foundation, JCTM, and others focused on intelligence, space, and cyberspace.  Additionally, 
he leads the DoD & Intelligence Community Business Development efforts for Clarity 
Innovations. 

Stalker lives in Wilmington, NC, with his wife Malerie, who is a Gold Star Sister, their three 
daughters, and English Bulldog Charlie. 
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CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT JOSEPH ARCE 
 

Chief Master Sgt. Joseph Arce is the Command Chief Master Sergeant, Air Force 
Senior Leader Management Office, Deputy Chief of Staff for Manpower, Personnel, 
and Services, Headquarters United States Air Force, Pentagon, Washington D.C. He 
is the principal advisor to the Deputy of Staff, Manpower, Personnel, Services and 
the Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force on all Chief Master Sergeant management 
and development. He executes a $12 million dollar relocation budget and a $1.1 
million dollar senior leader development portfolio. In addition, he manages the 
Command Chief Master Sergeant screening board process and provides guidance to 
all Senior Leaders on the execution of Command Chief hiring. He is responsible for 
worldwide management of 2.6K active duty Chief Master Sergeants in the United 
States Air Force. 

 

Chief Arce grew up in New Berlin, Illinois. He enlisted in the active Air Force in 
February 2000. Before his current role, he served as the Command Chief, 379th Air 
Expeditionary Wing, Al Udeid Air Force Base, Qatar. He has held a variety of 
leadership positions to include First Sergeant roles and as the senior enlisted leader 
at the squadron, group, wing, and staff levels.  He has led joint and combined 
military operations at Anderson AFB, Guam; Lajes Air Base, Portugal; and Ali Al 
Salem AB, Kuwait; overseeing missions and exercises like Cope North, Valiant 
Shield, Combat Archer, Christmas Drop and Tomodachi. He has deployed to Turkey, 
Iraq (2008 & 2019), Kuwait, and Qatar in support of Operations Northern Watch, 
Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Freedom, Inherent Resolute, Resolute Support, Freedom’s 
Sentinel and Allies Refuge.  
 

 

EDUCATION 
 2003 Airman Leadership School, Shaw AFB, S.C. 
 2004 Associate of Applied Science, Aircraft Armament System Technology, Community College of the Air Force 
 2006 Associate of Applied Science, Airway Science, Community College of the Air Force 
 2009 Air Force Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Tyndall AFB, FL 

 2010 Bachelor of Science, Professional Aeronautics, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Worldwide Campus, Daytona Beach, FL 

 2011 Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education Course I, National Defense University  
 2012 Professional Manager Certification, Community College of the Air Force  
 2014 Air Force Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Maxwell-Gunter Annex, AL 
 2016 Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education Course II, National Defense University  
 2018 Chief Leadership Course, Maxwell-Gunter Annex, AL 

 2018 Leadership Team Awareness Seminar, Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute, Patrick AFB, FL 

 2018 Master of Arts, Homeland Security, American Military University, Charles Town, W.V.  
 2019 Command Chief Master Sergeant Training Course, Joint Base Andrews, MD  

 2020 Senior Enlisted Legal Orientation, Maxwell-Gunter Annex, AL 
 2020 Air Force Nuclear Enterprise Orientation Course, Air Force Nuclear College, OL-Kirtland AFB, N.M.  

 2021 Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler Business School, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. 

 2021 Global/Regional Seminar: China and the Far East Seminar, Alan L. Freed Associates, Washington, D.C.  

 2022 Diversity and Inclusion Course, eCornell, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 
1. February 2000 – December 2023, Aircraft Armament Journeyman, Weapons Load Crew Chief, 20th Aircraft Maintenance 

Squadron, Shaw AFB, South Carolina (November 2002 – May 2003, 55th Air Expeditionary Fighter Squadron, Incirlik AB, 
Turkey) 

2. January 2004 – January 2005, Weapons Academic Instructor, 8th Maintenance Group, Kunsan AB, Republic of Korea  

3. February 2005 – August 2010, Watch Supervisor, Eglin Radar Control Facility, 46th Operations Support Squadron, Eglin AFB, 

Florida (October 2008 – April 2009, 506th Expeditionary Operations Support Squadron, Kirkuk AB, Iraq)   

4. August 2010 – June 2014, Tower Chief Controller and Additional Duty First Sergeant, 36th Operations Support Squadron, 
Anderson AFB, Guam (May 2012- December 2012, 386th Expeditionary Operations Support Squadron, Ali Al Salem AB, 
Kuwait) 

5. June 2014 – November 2016, Tower Chief Controller, 14th Operations Support Squadron, Columbus AFB, Mississippi (April 

2015 -September 2015, Airfield Operations Division, Al Udeid AB, Qatar) 

6. November 2016 – December 2017, Complex Chief Controller & Superintendent, 65th Operations Support Squadron, 
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Lajes AB, Azores, Portugal 
7. December 2017 – December 2018, Chief Controller, 366th Operations Support Squadron, Mountain Home AFB, 

Idaho 
8. January 2019 – November 2019, Group Superintendent, 370th Air Expeditionary Advisory, Baghdad Diplomatic Support 

Center, Iraq 
9. December 2019 – June 2020, Superintendent & Radar Approach Chief Controller, 366th Operation Support Squadron, 

Mountain Home AFB, Idaho 
10. June 2020 – May 2022, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 62d Airlift Wing, Joint Base Lewis-McCord, Washington 
11. May 2022 – June 2023, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 379th Air Expeditionary Wing, Al Udeid AB, Qatar 
12. June 2023 - Present, Command Chief Master Sergeant, Air Force Senior Leader Management Office, Deputy Chief of 

Staff for Manpower, Personnel, and Services, Headquarters United States Air Force, Pentagon, Washington D.C. 
 

 

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Legion of Merit with first oak leaf cluster 
Bronze Star Medal 

Meritorious Service Medal with one silver oak leaf cluster 

Air Force Commendation Medal with Combat device and four oak leaf clusters  
Afghanistan Campaign Medal with one Bronze Star device 
Iraqi Campaign Medal with one Bronze Star device 

Nuclear Deterrence Operations Service Medal 

 
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 

   2001 Senior Airman Below the Zone 
   2012 36th Wing, Lance P. Sijan Noncommissioned Officer of the Year Nominee 

   2016 AETC Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year 
 

 

 EFFECTIVE DATE OF PROMOTION 
 
 Chief Master Sergeant 1 Dec 17 

 (Current as Aug 2023) 



 
  

 Command Master Chief (FMF/SW/SCW/EXW/AW) Sean Baney  
Command Master Chief  

NR Commander Pacific Fleet 
USS SHOUP (DDG-86) 

  
Command Master Chief Sean Baney is a native of 
Holland, Ohio and graduated from Springfield High 
School in 1991. He joined the Navy Reserve in January 
2001 and after completing initial training reported to 
Weapons Company, 1st Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment 
as a Platoon Corpsman.  
  
After being selected for Chief Petty Officer in 2010, he 
served as Medical Department Leading Chief Petty 
Officer for 1st Bn 24th Marines, Detroit, MI. Upon 
selection to Senior Chief in 2013, HMCS Baney became 
Training Chief for Amphibious Construction Battalion 
TWO, Little Creek, VA. He then performed a tour with 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion TWO TWO, Port 
Hueneme, CA, as the Administrative Chief and Senior  

Medical Department Representative. He was selected for the Command Senior Enlisted 
Leadership program in 2019 and reported to EMF Great Lakes ONE as the Command Senior 
Chief.  
 
He was selected for Command Master Chief in 2020.  He mobilized and assumed the role of 
Command Master Chief for Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, Africa, from May 2021 until May 2022.  
In August 2022, Command Master Chief Baney reported to Commander, Pacific Fleet as the 
Reserve Component Command Master Chief. He is currently on active duty orders and stationed 
aboard USS SHOUP (DDG-86) in Yokosuka, Japan since July 2023. Master Chief Baney has 
deployed to the Horn of Africa, Iraq, the Western Pacific, and Afghanistan.  
  
CMDCM Baney is a graduate of the Senior Enlisted Academy Blended Course 54 and Command 
Master Chief/Chief of the Boat Course Class 202. He completed his Bachelor Degree from 
Bowling Green State University, majoring in Fire Department Administration. He holds the Fleet 
Marine Force Warfare, Surface Warfare, Seabee Combat Warfare, Expeditionary Warfare and Air  
Warfare Specialist Qualifications. His awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service 
Commendation Medal, Navy Commendation Medal (2), Navy Achievement Medal (5), Army 
Achievement Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, and multiple unit and campaign ribbons.  
  



 
 

Command Master Chief (AW/SW/FMF)   
Lamar Bethel 

Command Master Chief                                        
COMMANDER, PATROL AND RECONNAISSANCE 

WING FIVE SEVEN, MANAMA, BAHRAIN 

Master Chief Lamar Bethel is a native of Danville, Virginia, 
and a 1991 graduate of George Washington High School.  
He began his military career in 1992, when he enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy.  Upon completion of basic training at Recruit 
Training Command, Great Lakes, and Hospital Corps School, 
he reported to his first command at Naval Hospital 
Portsmouth, Virginia, serving as an Anesthesia Technician.   

His subsequent sea and overseas duty assignments include: 
PCU/USS JOHN C. STENNIS (CVN-74), Naval Hospital Yokosuka, Japan, 2ND Medical 
Battalion/Combat Logistics Battalion TWO, Camp Lejeune, USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH (CVN-
77), Naval Branch Health Clinic Bahrain, Naval Beach Unit SEVEN, and Commander, Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Wing FIVE SEVEN. 

His shore duty and operational assignments include: BHC Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, 
Naval Medical Center Portsmouth, Naval Hospital Yokosuka, and Navy Medicine Training 
Support Center, Fort Sam Houston.  He deployed for a six-month tour of duty in Kuwait with 
Expeditionary Medical Facility Dallas in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  He deployed for an 
eight-month tour of duty in Iraq with Combat Logistics Battalion TWO in support of Operations 
Iraqi Freedom and Sword in Al Anbar Province.  He deployed for 10-months onboard USS 
GEORGE H.W. BUSH (CVN-77) in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, Inherent Resolve, 
and Active Endeavor. 

In January 2016, he was selected for the Command Master Chief Program and embarked on 
his first CMC tour as Command Master Chief at Naval Beach Unit SEVEN, Sasebo, Japan, in 
June 2018.  He continued his dedication in January 2021, reporting to U.S. Naval Hospital 
(NMRTC) Yokosuka, Japan, for his 2nd CMC tour. Following this, he completed his 3rd CMC 
tour with Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing FIVE SEVEN, Manama, Bahrain. 

Master Chief Bethel’s personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (3 awards), Navy 
and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (7 awards), alongside a plethora of unit and campaign 
awards. 

Master Chief Bethel holds a Master’s degree in Healthcare Management and a Bachelor’s 
degree in Health Science.  He is a graduate of the Coast Guard Senior Enlisted Academy 
(Class 124/Blue) and the CMC/COB Course (Class 18090). 

In May 2024, he will assume the duties as Command Master Chief, Naval Medical Forces 
Atlantic. 



 
COMMAND MASTER CHIEF (AW/SW/IW) ANDRE D. BROWN 

Commander, Navy Region Southeast  
 

Command Master Chief Andre D. Brown hails from Vicksburg, 
Mississippi.  He entered active naval service in August 1993, 
reporting to Recruit Training Command Great Lakes.  Upon 
completion of recruit training he attended Apprenticeship 
Training. 
  
He is a graduate of Senior Enlisted Academy Class 171, 
Command Master Chief Capstone Class 116, Naval Post 
Graduates School Navy Senior Leadership Seminar, USFFC 
Executive Leadership Symposium and Senior Shore Leadership 
Course.  He has earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Liberal 
Studies from Excelsior College, and a Masters of Arts in 
Organizational Leadership from Brandman University. 

  
Master Chief Brown’s sea assignments are USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70), Helicopter 
Antisubmarine Squadron Light 45 (Sea Comp), Detachment 9 attached to USS Paul F. Foster 
(DD 964), USS Benfold (DDG 65), USS Higgins (DDG 76) and USS John Paul Jones (DDG 
53), USS Boxer (LHD 4), USS Independence (LCS 2) Crew 202 and Strike Fighter Squadron 
105.   
  
Master Chief Brown’s shore assignments include Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron 5 (VQ 5), 
Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron Light 45 (Shore Comp), Naval Air Station Meridian, 
Commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic CRUDES Mayport, LCS Squadron 2, Naval Base 
Ventura County.  
  
In 2005, he was promoted to Chief Navy Command Career Counselor while assigned to NAS 
Meridian.    In February 2008, he was assigned as an Individual Augmentee to Expeditionary 
Combat Readiness Center Headquarters in Norfolk, Virginia, as the GSA-IA Career Counselor 
for all personnel deploying to Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait and Horn of Africa.  In 2010, he was 
promoted to Senior Chief and assigned to Naval Surface Force Atlantic in Mayport, Florida. In 
May 2013, he was promoted to Master Chief. 
  
Master Chief Brown’s command tours include CMC onboard USS Independence (LCS 2) Crew 
202.  While assigned, his crew completed 9 months of test and evaluation events, which 
combined cutting-edge tactics and technology to demonstrate the US Navy's end-to-end 
execution of the mine countermeasure mission package kill chain, remotely prosecuting mines 
without placing a ship or crew in the mine threat area.  Additionally, he led his crew through the 
first ever 3M certification and Board of Inspection and Survey material inspection on an 



 
COMMAND MASTER CHIEF (AW/SW/IW) ANDRE D. BROWN 

Commander, Navy Region Southeast  
 
Independence variant LCS. This led to LCS Crew 202 being awarded the Retention Excellence 
Award, Green H and Battle E for 2014 and 2015.  While serving as CMC for VFA-105, Master 
Chief Brown completed COMPTUEX and deployment onboard USS Eisenhower (CVN-69) in 
support of Operation Inherent Resolve, which led to the command being awarded the Retention 
Excellence Award and Blue H for 2016 and 2017.  Master Chief Brown reported to LCS 
Squadron 2 from February 2018 to March 2020.  During his tour, the squadron delivered and 
commissioned seven Freedom class LCS ships.  LCS Squadron 2 also conducted seven Final 
Contract Trials and deployed the first east coast LCS ships into the 4th Fleet area of 
operations.  Master Chief Brown reported to Naval Base Ventura County in May 2020. 
  
Master Chief Brown assumed the duties as Command Master Chief Navy Region Southeast on 
May 16, 2022. 
  
Master Chief Brown’s personal decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal (two gold 
stars), Navy and Marine Corps Commendations Medal (four gold stars), Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal (two gold stars), and numerous individual campaign and unit awards. 



 
CSM Erano R. Bumanglag 

 

Command Senior Enlisted Leader - Joint Task Force- Civil Support (JTF- CS) 

 

 
CSM Erano “Buma” Bumanglag is from the great state of Aloha (Hawaii).  He enlisted in the Army through 
the delayed entry program in 1994 while still in High School and entered active-duty service on 31 January 
1995.  CSM Buma most recently served as the MEDCOM G3/5/7 SGM- Office of The Surgeon General, 
Falls Church, VA- National Capital Region. 
 
CSM Buma is married to the former Jody Boswell of West Columbia, South Carolina, the youngest of 3 
siblings.  They have been blessed with a beautiful, quiet, but sarcastic 20 years old daughter, Keolani.  She 
is a Senior Student (Class of 2024) at Sam Houston University (Huntsville, Texas) pursuing dual 
Undergraduate Degrees in Business Management and Marketing.  The Bumanglag Family enjoys 
fellowship with friends and families- just be ready to eat if you are invited to their home. 
 
CSM Buma’s assignments include 147th Medical Logistics Battalion, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 32nd 
Medical Logistics Battalion and 261st Multifunctional Medical Battalion, 44th Medical Brigade, 7th Special 
Forces Group (A), 3rd Special Forces Group (A), United States Army Special Operations Command, Ft 
Bragg, North Carolina, 168th Multifunctional Medical Battalion, 65th Medical Brigade, South Korea, 21st 
Combat Support Hospital, 61st Multifunctional Medical Battalion, and Headquarters, Headquarters 
Company (HHC), 1st Medical Brigade, Fort Hood, Texas, and the 30th Medical Brigade, Sembach, 
Germany. CSM Buma has served in all levels of NCO leadership from Section/Team NCOIC, Squad 
Leader, Platoon Sergeant, Support Operation NCO (SPO), Battalion Operations NCOIC, Senior Enlisted 
Advisor, First Sergeant, BDE Chief Medical NCO and Medical Operations Sergeant Major, Battalion 
Command Sergeant Major, Brigade Command Sergeant Major, and at the Nominative Level Leadership.   
 
His military education includes Battle Staff and all Non-Commissioned Officer Professional Study courses 
(Sergeant’s Major Academy, Class 66) including Battalion/Brigade Pre-Command Courses and the 
Nominative Leaders Course.  He has earned two Bachelor’s Degrees in Military Science and Administration 
and Management, and a Master’s Degree in Organizational Leadership (Summa Cum Laude).  His 
deployments include United Nation Mission in Haiti (UNMIH), Stabilization Forces Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
and Kosovo (SFOR), multiple rotations to Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and 
Operation Inherent Resolve.  CSM Buma’s numerous awards and decorations stem from deployments, 
permanent changes of stations, and achievements.  He has earned the coveted Expert Field Medical Badge, 
Master and Senior Parachutist Badge, and Basic Airborne Parachute Badge, Pathfinder Badge, and Air 
Assault Badge.  He is a member of the Order of Military Medical Merit (O2M3) and a recipient of the Order 
of Saint Maurice (Legionnaire).  
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Command Senior Enlisted Leader,
CNMF

Command Sgt. Maj. Jesse F. Crawford II, U.S. Army

Command Sergeant Major
(CSM) Jesse F. Crawford is a
native of Cambria, Wisconsin,
and enlisted into the Army in
January 1998 and attended One
Station Unit Training at Fort
Benning, Georgia as an
Infantryman (11B). In October
2007, CSM Crawford reclassified
and became a Human
Intelligence Collector (97E).

He has served in a variety of
leadership positions from Rifle
Team Leader to Brigade
Command Sergeant Major.

His assignments include Charlie
Company, 3rd Battalion, 187th
Infantry Regiment, 101st
Airborne Division (AASLT), Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Alpha Company, 1st
Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Casey, Republic of
Korea; TANGO Security Force, Eighth United States Army, Republic of Korea;
Bravo and HHC, 109th Military Intelligence Battalion, 201st Battlefield Surveillance
Brigade, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington; Bravo Company, 524th Military
Intelligence Battalion, 501st Military Intelligence Brigade, Camp Carroll, Republic of
Korea; HHC, 501st Military Intelligence Brigade, Yongsan, Republic of Korea; G2,
25th Infantry Division; 715th Military Intelligence Battalion, Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii; 902d Military Intelligence Brigade, Fort Meade, Maryland; and the United
States Army Counterintelligence Command, Fort Meade, Maryland. His overseas
deployments include tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.

CSM Crawford’s military education includes all levels of the NCOPDS including
United States Army Sergeants Major Academy (Class 65), Battalion and Brigade
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Command Sergeant Major Pre-Command Course, Military Intelligence Pre-
Command Course, First Sergeant Course, Basic Instructor Course, Master
Resiliency Trainer Course, Battle Staff, Combatives Levels 1 & 2, Equal
Opportunity Leader Course and Air Assault School. His civilian education includes
an Associate in Intelligence Operations from Cochise College, Arizona, a Bachelor
of Science in Communications from Excelsior College, New York, and a Master of
Arts in Organizational Leadership from the University of Texas at El Paso.

CSM Crawford’s awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (5OLC), Joint Service
Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal (3OLC), Army Achievement
Medal (7OLC), Army Good Conduct Medal (8th Award), National Defense Service
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal (2 Bronze Stars),
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Korea Defense Service Medal,
Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon (with Numeral 5),
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon (with Numeral 5), NATO Medal,
Air Assault Badge, Drivers Badge, the Expert Infantryman’s Badge, Army
Meritorious Unit Citation, and Army Superior Unit Award. Additionally, CSM
Crawford is a recipient of the LTC Thomas Knowlton Award.

CSM Crawford is married to his wife Kyungmi (Kay) and they have two sons Tyler
(16) and Connor (8).



 
 
 
 
 
 

Master Chief Travis W. Cutler assumed the duties as Command Master 
Chief of Sector San Francisco on June 28, 2021. His primary 
responsibilities are to advise the Sector Commander on issues and 
initiatives pertaining to all Coast Guard members and families who fall 
within the Sector San Francisco Area of Responsibility. 
 
Originally, from Lake Tahoe, Nevada, Master Chief Cutler enlisted in the 
United States Coast Guard in April of 2004. Master Chief Cutler currently 
serves as the Command Master Chief at United States Coast Guard Sector 
San Francisco. His wife Frances and three children, Kaili, Aiden, and 
Ashlyn, accompany him. Prior to this assignment, he was a student at the 
U.S. Army Sergeant’s Major Academy, Class 71 located at Fort Bliss, TX. 
 
Master Chief Cutler’s previous assignments include the Leading Chief of 
USCG Air Station Houston, TX; the MH-65 Division Standardization 

Team | Aviation Engineering Maintenance Chief at Coast Guard Aviation Training Center (ATC) Mobile, 
AL; USCG Air Station Borinquen, PR; USCG Air Station Sacramento, CA; USCGC Chase, WHEC 718, 
and PSU 311 while attached to the U.S. Coast Guard Reserves. 
 
Master Chief Cutler will assume the duties as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader (CSEL) for Joint 
Interagency Taskforce – West (JIATF-W) in the Summer of Assignment Year 2024.  
 
Master Chief Cutler holds an Associate of Arts Degree in Criminal Justice from Grantham University, a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Organizational Leadership from Columbia Southern University, and a 
Masters in Management with a concentration in Human Resources from Excelsior University. He graduated 
with honors from the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy Class 71, Chief Petty Officer’s Academy Class 
CCXV and has completed various service schools including: Advanced Helicopter Rescue School, Course 
Developer Course, Instructor Development Course, and Methods of Instruction. 
 
Personal awards include the Coast Guard Meritorious Service Medal with the operational distinguishing 
device, (three) Coast Guard Commendation Medals, (three) Coast Guard Achievement Medals, (two) 
Commandant’s Letter of Commendation Ribbons, and (two) LT Robert A. Perchard Trophy Awards. In 
2013, he was recognized as the Service’s Enlisted Person of the Year (EPOY) and has earned a permanent 
aircrew insignia and numerous other personal and service awards. 

Master Chief Travis W. Cutler 
Command Master Chief, Sector San Francisco 

United States Coast Guard 



 BIOGRAPHY  
 U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E   

 
CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT CARLOS F. DAMIAN 
Chief Master Sergeant Carlos Damian is the Command 
Chief Master Sergeant (Wolf Chief), 8th Fighter Wing, 
Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea. Chief Damian 
represents the 2,800 Airmen, Soldiers and Civilian 
members of the Wolf Pack serving as the principal advisor 
to the commander on all enlisted matters, including those 
that affect the health, welfare, morale, training, 
professional development, readiness, quality of life, and 
effective utilization of assigned personnel. The wing is 
responsible for the planning and support of counter-air, 
aerial interdiction, and close-air support in defense of 
more than 51 million citizens of the Republic of Korea. 
Chief Damian also provides crucial engagement with the 
senior enlisted leadership of the Republic of Korea Air 
Force, serving to foster better understanding and 
improved readiness. 
 
Chief Damian has a diverse background that includes 
various leadership roles in Aircraft Maintenance, Basic 
Military Training, and as a First Sergeant.  He has served 
assignments in Texas, Mississippi, Washington, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey and Japan with distinct duties 
in Maintenance Groups, Training Groups, Air Base 
Groups, Mission Support Groups, and Operations 
Groups.  Chief Damian has deployed in support of 
Operations; SOUTHERN WATCH, NORTHERN WATCH, 
ENDURING FREEDOM, and DEEP FREEZE.   
 
Prior to his current position he served as the Senior Enlisted Leader for the 18th Maintenance Group at Kadena Air 
Base, Okinawa, Japan. 
 
EDUCATION 
2000 Airman Leadership School, Fairchild AFB, WA  
2003 Military Training Instructor School, Lackland AFB, TX 
2008 Associates in Avionics System Technology, Community College of the Air Force 
2009 Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Peterson AFB, CO  
2010 Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Correspondence  
2011 First Sergeant Academy, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL  
2012 Associates in Human Resource Management, Community College of the Air Force 
2013 Senior Joint Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Correspondence  
2015 Bachelor of Science, Organizational Leadership, Chapman University  
2015 US Marine Corps SNCOA Advanced Course, Camp Pendleton, CA  
2018 AMC Chief Leadership Symposium Scott AFB, IL 
2019 Chief Leadership Course, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL 
2019 AFPC Squadron Commander’s & Superintendent Course, Randolph AFB, TX 
2021 Group Superintendent Course, Air University Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL 
2021 Command Chief Master Sergeant Training Course, JB Andrews, MD 
2022 Senior Enlisted Legal Orientation, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL 
2022 Masters in Business Administration, Columbia Southern University, AL 
2022 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Executive Course, Georgetown University, Washington D.C. 
2023 Artificial Intelligence for National Security Leaders, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA 
 
 

 



 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
1.  February 1998 - November 2002, Communication & Navigation Systems Specialist, 92nd Aircraft Generation  
     Squadron, Fairchild AFB, WA 
2.  November 2002 - November 2004, Military Training Instructor, 322nd Training Squadron, Lackland AFB, TX 
3.  December 2004 - December 2006, Military Drill and Ceremonies NCO, 326th Training Squadron, Lackland AFB, TX 
4.  January 2007 - June 2011 Communication & Navigation Systems Specialist, Flightline Expediter, Element Chief, 62nd 

Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 
5.  June 2011 - July 2012, First Sergeant, 627th Security Forces Squadron, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 
6.  August 2012 - August 2014, First Sergeant, 6th Space Warning Squadron, Cape Cod AFS, MA 
7. September 2014 - July 2018, Section Chief, Production Superintendent, Lead Production Superintendent, AMU     

Superintendent, 305th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ 
8.  August 2018 – August 2020, Senior Enlisted Leader, 82d Reconnaissance Squadron, Kadena AB, JP 
9.  September 2020 – May 2022, Senior Enlisted Leader, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB, JP 
10. May 2022 – Present, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 8th Fighter Wing, Kunsan AB, ROK 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS  
Air Force Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Achievement Medal 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with four oak leaf clusters 
National Defense Service Medal 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal 
Nuclear Deterrence Operations Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
2000 Distinguished Graduate Award, Airman Leadership School Fairchild AFB, WA 
2003 Commandant Award, 37th Training Wing Military Training Instructor School, Lackland AFB, TX 
2003 Rookie of the Year, 322d Training Squadron, Lackland AFB, TX 
2004 Military Training Instructor of the Year, 322d Training Squadron, Lackland AFB, TX 
2004 Master Military Training Instructor “Blue Rope”, 737th Training Group, Lackland AFB, TX 
2005 NCO of the Year, 326th Training Squadron, Lackland AFB, TX 
2007 Knucklebuster of the Year, 62d Maintenance Group, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 
2008 NCO of the Year, 62d Airlift Wing, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 
2008 Lt Gen Leo Marquez Award, 62d Airlift Wing, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 
2009 Distinguished Graduate, Vosler NCOA, Peterson AFB, CO 
2009 USO Service Member of the Year, Pacific Northwest Region, Seattle, WA 
2011 Distinguished Graduate, First Sergeant Academy, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL 
2012 Otis Civilian Council Military Member of the Year and Massachusetts State Senate Award, Boston, MA 
2013 First Sergeant of the Year, 21st Operations Group, Peterson AFB, CO 
2015 Distinguished Graduate, US Marine Corps SNCOA Advanced Course, Camp Pendleton, CA 
2015 SNCO of the Year, 305th Maintenance Group, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ 
2016 SNCO Maintenance Professional of the Year, 305th Air Mobility Wing, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF PROMOTION 
Chief Master Sergeant September 2018 
 
(Current as of February 2023) 



Sergeant Major David M. Elliott 
 CSEL, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Europe and Africa  

__________________________________________________________ 

Sergeant Major David M. Elliott is a native of Newark, Delaware and 
enlisted in the Marine Corps in October 1997.  He completed recruit 
training aboard MCRD Parris Island with subsequent training and 
assignment as a Military Policeman.  He attained a variety of 
certifications and additional military occupational specialties throughout 
his career, to include: Special Reaction Team Member, Martial Arts 
Instructor, Drill Instructor, Military Police Investigator, Non-Lethal 
Weapons Instructor, and Assistant Marine Officer Instructor.  His 
selection to First Sergeant in 2010 marked his departure from the Military 
Police field and led to various assignments and promotion, resulting in his 
current assignment as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader of U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces, Europe and Africa.    

Assignments in the Operating Forces include: Military Policeman, MWSS-274; Platoon Sergeant, 2d 
MP Bn; MP Operations Chief, CLB-8 (Fwd-OIF); MP Operations Chief, CLB-6 (Fwd-OIF); Company 
First Sergeant, 1st Bn 3d Marines (Fwd-UDP); Sergeant Major, HMLA-367; Sergeant Major, 2d Bn 1st 
Marines (Fwd-31st MEU); and Sergeant Major, 2d Marines. 

Assignments in the Supporting Establishments include: Military Policeman and Special Reaction 
Team Member, MCAS Cherry Point; Drill Instructor, Senior Drill Instructor, and Series Gunnery 
Sergeant, MCRD Parris Island; Watch Commander and MP Training Chief, MCB Camp Lejeune; 
Sergeant Instructor, OCS, MCB Quantico; Assistant Marine Officer Instructor, U.S Naval Academy; 
and Inspector-Instructor First Sergeant, 1st Bn 25th Marines, Manchester, NH.  

Major Awards and Decorations: Meritorious Service Medal w/two gold stars, Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal w/silver star, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal w/three gold 
stars, and Combat Action Ribbon.  



CSM Jose A. Escobedo

36th Infantry Division

  

Command Sergeant Major Jose A. Escobedo was born in Brownsville, TX, enlisted in the active Army 

in 1990 and completed his first term in 1997. He joined the Texas Army National Guard in 2003 and 

is currently the 36th Infantry Division Command Sergeant Major. His military assignments include the 

4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, CO; 3rd Infantry Division, Rose Barracks, Schweinfurt, Germany; 

3rd BN 141st Infantry Regiment, Weslaco, TX; 1st BN 141st Infantry Regiment, Camp Bullis, TX; 72nd 

IBCT, Houston, TX; 6th CBRN Task Force, Round Rock, TX and HSC, 136th MEB. CSM Escobedo is also 

assigned to the Texas Military Department (TMD) Joint Forces Headquarters (JFHQ) J35 as the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region VI Regional Plans NCO.

CSM Escobedo has held various leadership positions and has deployed to Operation Enduring 

Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, the Multinational Force and Observers mission, and as a 

member of the Joint Force Land Component Command (JFLCC) in support of the Coronavirus Disease 

2019 Response. 

His civilian education consists of a Master of Education with an E-Learning Certificate from The 

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley and a Bachelor of Arts from The University of Texas at 

Brownsville. His military education includes the Primary Leadership Development Course, Basic Non-

Commissioned Officer Course, Advanced Non-Commissioned Officer Course, Company/BDE Level 

Pre-Command Course,  the U.S. Army Sergeant Major Academy, and the Nominative Leader Course. 

CSM Escobedo’s awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Meritorious 

Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal,  and the Combat Infantry Badge. 

He resides with his wife, Jeniffer S. Escobedo, in Round Rock, TX.



SgtMaj Michael J. Exlos  
Manpower Management Division SgtMaj 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs 

 

Sergeant Major Exlos enlisted in the Marine Corps in September 1998 and 
completed recruit training at MCRD Parris Island.  Following recruit training, he 
reported to the School of Infantry at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina for Marine 
Combat Training.  Once graduated, he reported to Navy and Marine Corps 
Intelligence Training Center for training as a 0231, Intelligence Specialist. 

Private First Class Exlos reported to Headquarters and Service Company, 3d 
Battalion, 2d Marines in May of 1999 where he served as an Intelligence Analyst 
and assistant Intelligence Chief.  While assigned to 3d Battalion, 2d Marines he 
deployed in support of the Unit Deployment Program to Okinawa, Japan and forest 
firefighting operations in Salmon, Idaho. 

In October 2001, Sergeant Exlos transferred to the Headquarters Battalion, 2d 
Marine Division G-2, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina where he served as a 
Collections Analyst, Commanding Generals Intelligence Briefing team, and 
Platoon Sergeant. 

In October 2002, Sergeant Exlos reported to Drill Instructor School, MCRD Parris Island, South Carolina.  Upon 
completion, he was assigned to Company “F”, 2d Recruit Training Battalion where he served as a Drill Instructor, 
Academic Instructor, and Senior Drill Instructor.    

In December 2005, Staff Sergeant Exlos was assigned to VMFA-251 where he served as Intelligence Chief.  He deployed 
to the Persian Gulf aboard the USS Enterprise (CVN-65) as part of Carrier Strike Group-1 in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Once embarked, he assumed the additional role of Senior Enlisted 
Advisor to the Carrier Air Wing Intelligence Officer.   

From June 2007 to June 2009 Gunnery Sergeant Exlos was assigned to Marine Corps Systems Command as a Project 
Officer for PM Intel.  Additionally, he was the Company Gunnery Sergeant for Tenants Activity Company, Headquarters 
and Service Battalion, Marine Corps Base Quantico.  

In June 2009, Gunnery Sergeant Exlos reported 1st Marine Regiment where he served as the Intelligence Chief.  He 
participated in combat operations in Helmand province in support of Operation Enduring Freedom while assigned to 
Regimental Combat Team-1.   

First Sergeant Exlos reported 2d Battalion, 1st Marines in January 2012 where he served as the Company First Sergeant for 
Company “E”.  He participated in a deployment as the mechanized Company with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit. In 
February 2013, First Sergeant Exlos transferred to Assault Amphibian School Battalion to serve as the Company First 
Sergeant for Training and Instructor Company and H&S Company. From May 2017 to June 2019 Sergeant Major Exlos 
was assigned to 4th Tank Battalion as the Inspector-Instructor Sergeant Major.  

Sergeant Major Exlos transferred for duty as the Squadron Sergeant Major for VMFA (AW)-533 in July 2019. He deployed 
with the squadron to support the Unit Deployment Program to Iwakuni and Okinawa, Japan. Sergeant Major Exlos assumed 
his duties as Battalion Sergeant Major, HQSVC Bn, Marine Forces Pacific, in May 2021. During his tour, SgtMaj Exlos 
was assigned as the CSEL, Task Force Kuleana to assist INDO-PACOM with the Red Hill Water Crisis.  

SgtMaj Exlos is currently assigned as the Sergeant Major, Manpower Management Division, Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs. 

Sergeant Major Exlos has an Associates degree from Central Texas College. His personal awards include the Legion of 
Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with three gold stars, Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal with one gold star, the 
Navy Achievement Medal with two gold stars and various other Service and Campaign medals.  



Michael V. Farrell 
Master Chief Machinery Technician 

United States Coast Guard 
 
 
 
Master Chief Mike Farrell assumed the duties as Senior Enlisted Liaison to the House of 
Representatives in June 2022.  His primary responsibility is to serve as a Coast Guard 
representative and advocate, working within the House of Representatives to promote 
understanding and support of the Coast Guard within the Legislative Branch. He responds 
to congressional inquiries, coordinates congressional hearings and briefs, as well as plans 
and leads congressional delegations to Coast Guard units.  
 
Master Chief Farrell’s previous assignments include Engineer Petty Officer on CGC 
RICHARD DIXON, San Juan PR; CGC JOSEPH TEZANOS, San Juan, PR; and CGC 
BRIDLE Southwest Harbor, ME. Additional assignments include US Army Sergeants 
Major Academy, Fort Bliss, TX; Sector Field Office Fort Macon, Atlantic Beach, NC; 
Sector San Juan, PR; Special Missions Training Center, Camp Lejeune, NC;  Marine Safety 
Unit Wilmington, NC; CGC AQUIDNECK, PATFORSWA; CGC LONG ISLAND, 
Valdez, AK; and Station Portsmouth, VA. 
 
Master Chief Farrell is a graduate of the US Army Sergeants Major Academy Class 72, 
Senior Enlisted Leadership Course Class 71, and Chief Petty Officer’s Academy Class 222.  
Master Chief Farrell is currently pursuing a Master of Business Administration with 
University of North Carolina Wilmington, and holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Leadership 
and Workforce Development from the US Army Command and General Staff College, and 
an Associate’s Degree in Business Administration from Carteret Community College 
 
Originally from Holly Ridge, North Carolina, Master Chief Farrell enlisted in the United 
States Coast Guard in June 1999. His personal awards include three Coast Guard 
Commendation Medals, four Coast Guard Achievement Medals, the Army Achievement 
Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the Armed Forces Service Medal, 
the Iraq Campaign Medal, and various other personal and unit level awards, he is 
authorized to wear the Permanent Cutterman and Boat Forces Insignia. 
 
He is married to the former Kristi Davis of Charlotte, NC. They have two daughters, Kayla 
and Charleston.  
 
  
 



Sergeant Major Patrick E. Fay
Sergeant Major

Sergeant Major Patrick E. Fay enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in January 1998 and attended recruit training at 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, California. Upon completion of recruit training, he attended infantry training at 
the School of Infantry, Camp Pendleton, California, where he received the military occupational specialty of 0341, Infantry 
Mortarman.

In July 1998, he reported to Marine Barracks, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where he served as a 60mm mortar Assistant 
Gunner, Gunner, Section Leader, and Forward Observer with Rifle Security Company Leeward. 

In July 1999, he was assigned to 3d Battalion, 5th Marines, Camp Pendleton, California. While there, he served as a Squad 
Leader and Section Leader with 81mm Mortar Platoon, Weapons Company. He also served as a Assistant Team Leader 
and Team Leader with Scout/Sniper Platoon, Headquarters and Service Company. 

In October 2003, he received orders to 1st Marine Division Schools, Camp Pendleton, California.  While there, he served 
as a Marine Corps Martial Arts Martial Arts Instructor Trainer, Chief Instructor of the Marksmanship Training Unit, and 
Chief Instructor of the Pre-Scout/Sniper School. 

In June 2006, he reported to 1st Battalion, 24th Marines, where he served on Inspector-Instructor duty as Chief Scout, 
Scout/Sniper Platoon, Headquarters and Service Company, as well as the Training Chief for Alpha Company. 

In August 2007, he received orders to Weapons and Field Training Battalion, Edson Range, Camp Pendleton, California 
where he served as the Line SNCO and Range SNCOIC for Delta Range. 

In October 2008, he reported to Staff Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Camp Pendleton, California, where he served 
as a Faculty Advisor.

In October 2009, he received orders to 3d Battalion 1st Marines, Camp Pendleton, California, where he served as the 
Weapons Platoon Sergeant, Company Gunnery Sergeant, and Company First Sergeant for Lima Company. 

In September 2012, he reported to Staff Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Okinawa, Japan, where he served as a 
Faculty Advisor.

In April 2013, he reported to 7th Communication Battalion, Okinawa, Japan, where he served as the Company First 
Sergeant for Bravo Company, Service Company, and Headquarters Company.

In June 2015, he reported to Staff Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, where he served as the 
Director. 

In July 2018, Sergeant Major Fay reported to Marine Wing Support Squadron 272, Marine Corps Air Station New River, 
where he served as the Squadron Sergeant Major.

In January 2020, Sergeant Major Fay reported to 8th Engineer Support Battalion, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, where he 
served as the Battalion Sergeant Major.

In November 2021, Sergeant Major Fay reported to Combat Logistics Regiment 27, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, where 
he served as the Regimental Sergeant Major.

In December 2023, Sergeant Major Fay reported to 4th Marine Logistics Group, New Orleans, Louisiana, where he 
currently serves as the Group Sergeant Major.

Sergeant Major Fay's personal awards include the Purple Heart Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with four gold stars, 
Na and Marine Corps Commendation Medal ith gold star Na and Marine Corps Achie ement Medal ith t o gold



Command Master Chief (CMDCM) Timothy L. Garman 

grew up in Britt, Iowa and graduated from Corwith-Wesley/Lu 

Vern High school.  He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1994 and 

completed both basic military training and Nuclear Power “A” 

School in Orlando, Florida (FL).  Follow-on Nuclear Prototype 

Training was completed in Charleston, South fsCarolina. 

CMDCM Garman reported to USS KEY WEST  

(SSN-722) homeported at submarine Base Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii, in 1996. There he completed two (2) western pacific 

(WESTPAC) deployments. 

           In 2006, he was assigned to Naval Diving and Salvage 

Training Center, Panama City, FL for Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) dive school, then reported to Naval Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal School (NAVSCOLEOD).  In 2008 he earned his Basic Explosive Ordinance Disposal 

(EOD) warfare qualification.  His operational assignments include tours at EOD Mobile Unit EIGHT and 

EOD Mobile Unit ONE. CMDCM Garman recently completed an assignment to Commander, Counter Mine 

Response COMCMRON FIVE/Combined Task Force-52, Manama, Bahrain as the Command SEL. 

CMDCM Garman deployed multiple times in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF) 

and Operation NEW DAWN (OND).  Additionally, he completed joint tours with: the United States Army 

Special Forces, Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR), and Combined Joint Interagency Task 

Force-GALLANT PHOENIX.  CMDCM Garman’s shore assignments include tours at EOD Training and 

Evaluation Unit ONE, San Diego, California (CA) as the Training Department Leading Chief Petty Officer 

(LCPO) and with Theater Special Operations Command-Pacific (SOCPAC) as the Counter Weapons of 

Mass Destruction (WMD) Branch Senior Enlisted Advisor and Navy Element Senior Enlisted Leader (SEL).   

He earned his Senior Explosive Warfare Specialist (EWS) badge in 2010 and his Master EWS in 2013.  

CMDCM Garman was advanced to Chief Petty Officer in 2012, Senior Chief in 2014 and Master 

Chief in 2020.  He is a graduate of the Joint Special Operations Forces Senior Enlisted Academy (Class 25). 

His military awards include the Navy Achievement Medal, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service 

Medal, Joint Meritorious Commendation Medal, and the Navy Command Medal (2nd Award).  CMDCM 

Garman is currently assigned to Commanding General, Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent 

Resolve, Baghdad, IRQ as the Command SEL. 

Command Master Chief Timothy L. Garman 
Command Senior Enlisted Leader 

Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent Resolve 



Command Sergeant Major Gillam Kyle  

INSCOM  

 

Command Sergeant Major Kyle J. Gillam assumed responsibility as Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army 
Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM), on June 2, 2022. 

CSM Gillam is a native of Lafayette, Indiana. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in June 1996, as an Intelligence Analyst. 
He attended basic training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, with follow on training at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. 

CSM Gillam has served in every leadership position from Team Leader, First Sergeant, J2 Senior Enlisted Advisor, 
Battalion CSM and Brigade CSM. His stateside assignments include Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Military District of 
Washington, DC; Fort Huachuca, Arizona; and Fort Gordon, Georgia. His overseas assignments include Yongsan, 
Republic of Korea. He has deployed in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAQI FREEDOM and 
Global War on Terrorism. 

CSM Gillam previously served as the 706th Military Intelligence Group, Command Sergeant Major, and National 
Security Agency (NSA) Georgia, Central Security Service Georgia, Command Senior Enlisted Leader at Fort 
Gordon, Georgia. 

CSM Gillam's military education includes the Primary Leadership Development Course, Basic Noncommissioned 
Officer Course, Advanced Noncommissioned Officers Course, Drill Sergeant School, Airborne School, Jumpmaster 
Course, SERE Course, and the Joint Special Operations Forces Senior Enlisted Academy. 

CSM Gillam earned a Bachelor of Arts in Business Management degree from American Military University. 

CSM Gillam’s awards include the Bronze Star (2nd award), Defense Meritorious Service Medal (4th award), 
Meritorious Service Medal (2nd award), Army Commendation Medal (4th award), Joint Service Achievement 
Medal (3rd award), Army Achievement Medal, Joint Meritorious Unit Award (2nd award), Army Good Conduct 
Medal (8th award), Army Forces Expeditionary Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal (4th award), Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, Korean Defense Service Medal, NCO Professional Development Ribbon (5th award), 
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Drill Sergeant Badge, and the Master Parachutist Badge. 
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CMDCM (IW/SW/AW) ABEL J. GRIEGO 
Command Master Chief 

Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station Bahrain 
 
Command Master Chief Griego is a native of New Mexico.  He 
enlisted in the Navy in 1994.  Upon completion of Recruit 
Training, he attended Personnelman “A” school in Meridian, 
Miss. 

He laterally converted to CTT in 1998, completed Class 'A' and 
'C' schools in Pensacola, Fla., and reported to Commander 6th 
Fleet in Gaeta, Italy on board USS LaSalle (AGF 3) and USS 
Mount Whitney (LCC 20) as an N39 staff analyst.  His 
subsequent sea duty assignments include USS Gonzalez (DDG 
66) and USS Stout (DDG 55) as Electronic Warfare mission 
LCPO, and on board USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) as 
EW-INTEL LCPO and Operations department LCPO. 

His shore duty assignments include Personnel Support Detachment Detroit, Mich.; 
Personnel Support Detachment Denver, Colo.; Naval Security Group Activity Denver, 
Colo.; and instructor tours at Center for Information Dominance Detachment San 
Angelo, Texas and at Joint Forces Staff College Norfolk, Va.  

He was selected for the Command Master Chief program in 2016 and reported as CMC 
to the USS Porter (DDG 78) home-ported in Rota Spain where he led its FDNF mission 
through five patrols and earning two Battle ‘E’ awards.  Master Chief Griego served as 
the Command Master Chief of Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., from July 2019 to 
February 2022, and contributed to earning the regional award for Large Installation 
Excellence. 

Master Chief Griego assumed duties as the Command Master Chief of Naval Computer 
and Telecommunications Station Bahrain in March 2022.  

Master Chief Griego earned an Associate of Science in Computer Information Systems 
from Columbia College, a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from Excelsior 
College, and a Master of Science in Technology Management from University of 
Maryland University College. He is Master Training Specialist qualified, a graduate of 
the Navy Senior Enlisted Academy (Class 161) and Command Master Chief/Chief of the 
Boat Course (Class 158). 
 
Master Chief Griego’s personal decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal (2), 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (2), and Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal (5) and various other unit and campaign awards. 
 



CWO Renee Hansen, MMM, CD 

CWO Renee Hansen was born and raised in Brandon, 
Manitoba, and joined the Primary Reserve in 1992 as an 
administration clerk. In 2001, CWO Hansen component 
transferred to the Regular Force where she was 
subsequently posted to the Armour School at Combat 
Training Centre (CTC) Gagetown.  

 In 2004, she was appointed to the rank of Master Corporal 
and was posted to the 2nd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) in Shilo, Manitoba, where 
she would spend the next five years. CWO Hansen deployed 
twice to Afghanistan—in 2006 as the Kandahar Provincial 
Reconstruction Team Chief Clerk, and again in 2008 with 
Task Force 1-08 as the Battle Group Orderly Room Sergeant 
where her efforts earned her a Commander Canadian 
Expeditionary Force Command (CEFCOM) Commendation. 

In 2009, CWO Hansen was posted to the Canadian Army Headquarters in Ottawa. In 2010, 
after a short nine months in the position of Headquarters Chief Clerk, she was promoted to 
the rank of Warrant Officer and posted to Director Military Career Support Services 
Personnel Evaluation Report (PER) Processing. In 2013, she was posted to Director Senior 
Appointments as Director Senior Appointments Coordinator. 

Promoted to the rank of Master Warrant Officer in 2015, and named a member of Order of 
Military Merit, CWO Hansen was posted to 8 Wing Trenton as the Wing Superintendent 
Clerk. 

 In 2017, she eagerly accepted the challenge of fulfilling the Station Warrant Officer position 
in CFS Alert, and upon her return from Alert was posted to Ottawa as a part of the Director 
Air Staff Coordination team. 

 Promoted to her current rank in 2019, she was selected as the Squadron Chief Warrant 
Officer at 426 Transport Training Squadron. 

 In 2021, CWO Hansen was posted to the Royal Military College of Canada (RMC) where 
she would earn a Certificate in Advanced Military Studies. 

 In 2022, CWO Hansen was privileged to be selected as the 8 Wing Chief Warrant Officer. 

  



SGM Joseph J. Hissong
SOUTHCOM J3 SEL

Doral, Florida

SGM Joseph J. Hissong entered the Army on 8 August 1995 and attended One Station Unit Training at 
Ft. Benning, GA as a 11B Infantryman. In December of 1995, he was assigned to the 101st Airborne 
Division in Ft. Campbell, KY.  

His last assignment was as the Command Sergeant Major, Operations Group Joint Readiness Training 
Center and Ft. Polk, LA. His previous assignments include Command Sergeant Major, 1st Brigade 
Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Ft. Bragg, NC; Command Sergeant Major, 1st Battalion, 501st 
Infantry (Airborne), JBER, AK; Operations Sergeant and Engagement Branch NCOIC, Security 
Assistance Training Management Organization, Ft. Bragg, NC; 4-73rd CAV and 2-508 Infantry 
(Airborne), 4th Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne, Ft. Bragg, NC; 1-503rd Infantry (Airborne), 173rd 
Brigade Combat Team, Camp Ederle, Italy; 173rd BSTB, 173rd Brigade Combat Team, Woerner Barracks, 
Germany; 1-507th Infantry (Airborne), Ft. Benning, GA; 1-501st Infantry (Airborne), Ft. Richardson, AK; 
1-187th Infantry, 101st Airborne, Ft. Campbell, KY; He has also deployed to Kuwait/Iraq (OIR), Saudi 
Arabia (TF Rakkasan), four tours in Afghanistan (07-08, 09-10, 12, 17-18).

SGM Hissong’s military education includes all levels of the Noncommissioned Officer Professional 
Development System, Nominative Leader Course, Sergeants Major Course, Battalion and Brigade Pre-
Command/ CSM Development Courses, SEJPME-I/II, Battle Staff NCO Course, Ranger School, Airborne 
School, Jumpmaster School, Pathfinder Course, and holds a Bachelor's degree in Professional Studies 
in Business Management from Excelsior University and Master’s Degree in Public Administration from 
the University of Texas at El Paso 

His awards and decorations include: Legion of Merit (1OLC), Bronze Star Medal (3OLC); Meritorious 
Service Medal (3OLC); Army Commendation Medal (2OLC); Army Achievement Medal (1SOLC, 
2BOLC); National Defense Service Medal (1BSS); Army Good Conduct Medal (9th Award); Global War 
On Terrorism Service Medal; Global War On Terrorism Expeditionary Medal; Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal (4CSS); Expeditionary Forces Medal; NATO Medal (ISAF); Overseas Service Ribbon (Numeral 4); 
Army Service Ribbon; NCO Professional Development Ribbon (Numeral 6); Valorous Unit Award; 
Meritorious Unit Award; Army Superior Unit Award (1OLC); Combat Infantryman Badge; Expert 
Infantryman Badge; Ranger Tab; Master Parachutist Badge; Pathfinder Badge; Air Assault Badge and 
has been awarded several foreign badges. He is also the recipient of the National Infantry 
Association’s Order of Saint Maurice and was inducted into the Sergeant Audie Murphy Club. 

SGM Hissong is married to Courtney Ann Hissong of Killingsworth, CT. They have three kids, Joseph 
(28), Logan (21), and Karoline (18). 

  

Photo



SGM Thinh T. Huynh 

Sergeant Major Thinh T. Huynh was born in South Vietnam. He escaped from the oppressed Vietnam 
communist regime in 1986. After spending 13 days adrift at sea, he finally landed in Malaysia. SGM 
Huynh spent the next two and half years in refugee camps between Malaysia and the Philippines. He 
arrived in America in September 1989 when he was 12 years old. SGM Huynh is an ardent patriot when 
he became a Naturalized United States Citizen in summer of 1993. SGM Huynh attended and graduated 
Nevada High School in Iowa. He enlisted in the United States Army in 1997 as an Airborne Infantryman. 
He completed Initial Entry Training, Advanced Individual Training, and Airborne School at Fort Benning, 
GA in July 1997. 

SGM Huynh has held a variety of leadership positions throughout his career including Team Leader, 
Ranger Instructor, Joint Battalion Command Sergeant Major, Airborne Infantry Battalion Command 
Sergeant Major, Infantry Brigade Combat Team Command Sergeant Major, currently the USSPACECOM 
Commandant. 

His previous assignment include: 3IBCT, 25ID CSM, (Schofield Barracks, HI); 1/504th PIR CSM (Ft. 
Bragg, NC); 2/504th PIR Operations Sergeant Major (Ft. Bragg, NC); Fort Stewart NCOA First Sergeant 
(Ft. Stewart, GA); Command Sergeant Major of Army Forces Battalion Joint Task Force Bravo (Soto 
Cano Air Base, Honduras); 1SG of HSC Company, Army Forces Battalion JTF-Bravo (Soto Cano Air 
Base, Honduras); 1SG D Co. (Heavy Weapons Company), 2nd BN., 1st BDE. 504th PIR, 82nd Airborne 
Division (Ft. Bragg, NC); Platoon Sergeant A Co. and D Co., 2nd BN., 1st BDE. 504th PIR (Ft. Bragg, 
NC); Ranger Instructor, Senior Ranger Instructor and Platoon Sergeant 6th Ranger Training Bn. (Eglin Air 
Force Base, FL); Team Leader, Squad Leader and Weapons Squad Leader, B Co., 3rd BN., 3rd BDE. 
505th PIR (Ft. Bragg, NC); Team Leader, Machine Gunner and Rifleman in Black Foot Company 1st BN, 
501st PIR (Fort Richardson, AK). 

His operational deployments include Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and an 
emergency deployment in CENTCOM AOR. 

SGM Huynh military education includes Basic Leaders Course, Advanced Leaders Course, Senior 
Leaders Course and Sergeants Major Course (Class 67), Nominative Leader Course, CSM DEV PGM 
(FO-BDE), BDE Pre CMD/CMD SGM, CSM DEV PGM (FO_BN), BN Pre CMD/CMDSGM, Master 
Resilience, Battle Staff, Senior Training Manager. His additional schools include Army Basic Space Cadre 
Course, Airborne School, Ranger School, Jumpmaster School, Pathfinder School, SERE School, Basic 
Instructor Training, Equal Opportunity Management Course, Air Movement Operations, Contracting 
Officer Representative, Combative Level 1, Artic Survival Course, JOTC, and Combat Life Saver Course. 

SGM Huynh is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree. 

SGM Huynh awards and decorations include: Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal (2 OLC), Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (4 OLC), Army Commendation Medal (V device), 
Army Commendation Medal (3 OLC), Army Achievement Medal (9 OLC) Joint Meritorious Unit Award, 
Valorous Unit Award (1 OLC), Meritorious Unit Commendation (3 OLC), Navy Unit Commendation Medal, 
Army Good Conduct Medal (7th award), National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal (2 campaign star), Iraq Campaign Medal (2 campaign star), Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal (1 star), 
Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Service Ribbon (with Numeral 6) Army Service 
Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon (with Numeral 7), NATO Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert 
Infantryman Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Ranger Tab, Pathfinder Badge, German Armed Forces 
Badge for Military Proficiency in Gold. SGM Huynh is the recipient of the Order of Saint Maurice, and 
Saint Barbara medal. 

SGM Huynh is married to Trinh Huynh and has two children in college and high school. 
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CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT BRIAN R. JENSENIUS 
Chief Brian Jensenius is the Command Chief Master 
Sergeant of the 434th Air Refueling Wing, Grissom Air 
Reserve Base, Indiana. Chief Jensenius is the primary 
adviser to the commander on all enlisted issues including 
the health, welfare, morale, mission effectiveness and 
proper utilization of more than 1,900 men and women. The 
434 ARW is the largest KC-135R Stratotanker unit in the 
Air Force Reserve Command with two flying squadrons 
operating 16 aircraft. The 434 ARW also has a unique role 
supporting both the Single Integrated Operational Plan 
and conventional tanker missions. 
 
Chief Jensenius entered the Air Force in January 1996, 
and graduated from the Communication/Navigation 
Systems maintenance course at Keesler AFB, MS in July 
1996. Chief Jensenius has held many positions executing 
flight line and back shop operations to include Crew Chief, 
Shift Supervisor, Expeditor, Avionics Flight Chief, 
Accessories Flight Chief, AMU Superintendent and 
Maintenance Superintendent. His assignments include 
bases in New Jersey and North Carolina. Prior to his 
current position, the Chief was the Squadron Senior 
Enlisted Leader, 714th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Joint Base McGuire Dix Lakehurst, N.J. 
 
Chief Jensenius has deployed numerous times to bases 
in Germany, Diego Garcia, Spain and the United Arab 
Emirates in support of Operations DESERT FOX, ALLIED 
FORCE, SOUTHERN WATCH, ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAQI FREEDOM, FREEDOM’S SENTIEL and ALLIES 
WELCOME. 
 
EDUCATION 
2003 Airman Leadership School, by distance learning 
2005 Noncommissioned Officer Academy, McGuire Air Force Base (AFB), N.J. 
2008 Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy, by distance learning 
2009 Senior Noncommissioned Officer Joint PME, by distance learning 
2011 Associate Degree, Avionic Systems Technology, Community College of the Air Force, Maxwell AFB, Ala 
2012 Associate Degree, Aircraft Maintenance Technology, Community College of the Air Force, Maxwell AFB, Ala 
2014 United States Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer Academy, Training Center Petaluma, Petaluma, Calif. 
2016 Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, Thomas Edison State University, Trenton, N.J. 
2017 Chief Master Sergeant Orientation Course, Robins AFB, Ga. 
2018 Senior Enlisted Joint PME II, by distance learning 
2019 Chief Leadership Course, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, Ala 
2021 Transnational Issues, Alan L. Freed Associates, Inc. 
2022 Senior Enlisted Legal Orientation Course, The Air Force JAG School, Maxwell AFB, Ala 
2022 Reserve Component National Security Course, Fort McNair, Washington D.C. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS  
1. August 1996 – January 2000, Communication/Navigation Systems, 605th Aircraft Generation Squadron, McGuire 

Air Force Base (AFB), N.J. 
(Deployed Jan – May 1997, Communication/Navigation System Technician, 605th Aircraft Generation Squadron) 

 



 
 

(Deployed Sep – Oct 1998, Communication/Navigation System Technician, 605th Aircraft Generation Squadron) 
(Deployed Nov – Dec 1998, Communication/Navigation System Technician, 605th Aircraft Generation Squadron) 
(Deployed Jan – May 1999, Communication/Navigation System Technician, 605th Aircraft Generation Squadron) 

2. August 2002 – December 2010, Communication/Navigation Systems/Shift Supervisor, 714th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, Joint Base McGuire Dix Lakehurst, N.J. 
(Deployed September – October 2004, Communication/Navigation System Technician, 380th Expeditionary Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron) 
(Deployed September – October 2006, Expediter, 380th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron) 

3. December 2010 – March 2015, Avionics Flight Chief, 514th Maintenance Squadron, Joint Base McGuire Dix 
Lakehurst, N.J. 

4. March 2015 – March 2016, Accessories Flight Chief, 514th Maintenance Squadron, Joint Base McGuire Dix 
Lakehurst, N.J.  

5. March 2016 – April 2017, Maintenance Superintendent, 414th Maintenance Squadron, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C. 
6. April 2017 – July 2017, AMU Superintendent, 414th Maintenance Squadron, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C. 
7. July 2017 – April 2019, Squadron Superintendent, 414th Maintenance Squadron, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C. 
8. April 2019 – October 2022, Senior Enlisted Leader, 714th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Joint Base McGuire Dix 

Lakehurst, N.J. 
(Deployed December 2020 – April 2021, Extender AMU Superintendent, 380th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron) 
(Deployed September 2021, Group Superintendent, 335th Air Expeditionary Group, Task Force Liberty) 

9. November 2022 – Present, Command Chief, 434th Air Refueling Wing, Grissom Air Reserve Base, IN 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Meritorious Service Medal with silver and bronze oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster 
Air Force Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster 
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
1998 Airmen of the Quarter, Hawk Flight, 605th Aircraft Generation Squadron 
2008 Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year, 714th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
2010 Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year, 714th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
2014 Lt. Gen Leo Marquez Supervisor Manager, 514th Maintenance Group 
2014 STEP II Promotion to Senior Master Sergeant 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION  
 
Airman Jan. 10, 1996 
Airman First Class Nov. 10, 1996 
Senior Airman Jan. 10, 1999 
Staff Sergeant Nov. 1, 2003 
Technical Sergeant May 1, 2005 
Master Sergeant May 1, 2007 
Senior Master Sergeant Oct. 1, 2014 
Chief Master Sergeant Feb. 1, 2017 
 
(CURRENT AS OF NOVEMBER 2022) 
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 CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT TORI M. JONES 
CMSgt Tori M. Jones serves as the Command Chief for the 
5th Bomb Wing, Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota. She is 
the primary advisor to the Bomb Wing Commander on 
matters of readiness, professional development, health, 
welfare, discipline, quality of life, and force utilization. She 
ensures the wing’s Airmen are combat ready in support of 
B-52 bombers, providing long-range strike capability for 
combatant operations worldwide. 
Additionally, she is the host Wing Command Chief 
supporting over 12,000 active-duty Airmen, families, and 
civilian personnel at the nation’s only installation housing 
two legs of the nuclear triad. 

 
CMSgt Jones grew up in Berwick, Pennsylvania and 
entered the Air Force in June 2000 as a Command Post 
Controller. Her background includes leadership roles from 
flight to Combatant Command levels. Throughout her 
career, Chief Jones has filled a myriad of roles including 
serving as additional duty First Sergeant, Squadron 
Superintendent and Wing Staff Superintendent, as well as 
being the first-ever non-aviator enlisted member to be 
cross-flowed as a Contingency Response Team Chief. She has deployed on six AEF deployments ISO 
Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAQI FREEDOM, and NEW DAWN as a C2 expert throughout the Middle 
East and on a Joint Expeditionary Tasking as an Iraqi Force Protection Officer and Mentor for NATO Training 
Mission- Iraq Forward. 

 
Prior to this assignment, she served as the Command Chief, 9th Reconnaissance Wing, Beale Air Force Base, California. 

EDUCATION 
2000 Command Post Apprentice Course, Keesler Air Force Base (AFB), Miss. 
2005 (Distinguished Graduate) Airmen Leadership School, Hurlburt Field, Fla. 
2010 (Distinguished Graduate) Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Maxwell-Gunter Annex, Ala.  
2011 Associate of Applied Science-Emergency Management, Community College of the Air Force 
2011 USAF Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy Course 14 (correspondence) 
2012 Contingency Response Mission Planner Course, USAF EOS, Fort Dix, NJ 
2012 Joint Senior Enlisted Professional Military Education (E6-E7) (correspondence) 
2013 Professional Manager Certification, Community College of the Air Force 
2014 USAF Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2016 B.S., summa cum laude, Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Ashford University 
2017 United States Air Forces in Europe Chief Master Sergeant Leadership Course, Ramstein Air Base (AB), Germany 
2018 Chief Leadership Course, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2018 Joint Senior Enlisted Professional Military Education II (E8-E9) (correspondence) 
2019 Command Chief Master Sergeant Course, Joint Base Andrews, Md. 
2020 Continuous Process Improvement for Executives, Institute for Defense Business 
(correspondence)   
2020 Senior Enlisted Legal Orientation, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2021 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Workplace Certificate, University of South Florida 
2021 Leading Strategically, Center for Creative Leadership, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
2022 Strategic Mindset Seminar, Flatter Inc, Alexandria, Va. 
2023 Middle East and South Asia Seminar, Washington, D.C 
 

  



 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
1. October 2000 – October 2003, Senior Emergency Actions Controller, 319th Air Refueling Wing, Grand Forks Air 

Force Base (AFB), N.D. 
2. October 2003 – May 2006, Senior Special Operations Controller, 16th Special Operations Wing, Hurlburt Field AFB, 

Fla. 
3. May 2006 – May 2007, NCOIC, Reports Management, 7 AF/51 FW, Osan Air Base (AB), Republic of Korea 
4. May 2007 – February 2008, NCOIC, Status of Resources and Training System, 305 Air Mobility Wing, McGuire AFB, 

N.J. 
5. February 2008 – August 2009, NCOIC, Operations Team, 87 Air Base Wing, McGuire AFB, N.J. 
6. August 2009 – June 2010, Iraqi Force Protection Officer/Mentor, Iraqi FOB Al Rustamiyah, Iraq 
7. June 2010 – May 2012, Snr Contingency Resp Evaluator/CR Team Chief, 621 Contingency Response Wing, Joint 

Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. 
8. May 2012 – November 2012, Flight Chief, Operations Flight, 818 Global Mobility Squadron, Joint Base McGuire-Dix- 

Lakehurst, N.J. 
9. November 2012 – April 2013, Superintendent, Tactics, Training, Readiness, 818 Contingency Response Group 

Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. 
10.  April 2013 – May 2014, Squadron Operations Superintendent, 818 Global Mobility Response Squadron, Joint Base 

McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. 
11. May 2014 – June 2016, Superintendent, Command Post, 55 Wing, Offutt AFB, Neb. 
12.  June 2016 – February 2017, Manager, Command & Control Operations, Operations Branch, HQ USAFE, Ramstein 

Air Base (AB), Germany 
13.  February 2017 – June 2018, 1C3X1 MAJCOM Functional Manager, Directorate of Operations, Strategic Deterrence 

and Nuclear Integration, HQ USAFE, Ramstein AB, Germany 
14.  June 2018 – July 2020, Senior Enlisted Leader, Directorate of Operations, US Northern Command, Peterson AFB, 

Colo. 
15. July 2020 – June 2022, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 9th Reconnaissance Wing, Beale AFB, Calif. 
16. June 2022 – Present, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 5th Bomb Wing, Minot AFB, N.D. 

 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Legion of Merit 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
Joint Service Commendation Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Achievement Medal with three oak leaf clusters 

 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
2003 AF Special Operations Command Command Post Airman of the Year Award 
2004 AF Special Operations Command Command Post Airman of the Year Award 
2005 Distinguished Graduate Award, Airman Leadership School 
2008 305 AMW Wing Staff Agency NCO of the Year 
2010 Distinguished Graduate Award, Noncommissioned Officer Academy 
2012 621 Contingency Response Wing SNCO of the Year 
2016 55 Wing SNCO of the Year 
2016 Air Combat Command, Command & Control Ops Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year Award 

 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Airman Basic June 1, 2000 
Airman Dec 21, 2000 
Airman First Class October 21, 2001 
Senior Airman June 21, 2003 
Staff Sergeant May 1, 2005 
Technical Sergeant July 1, 2008 
Master Sergeant July 1, 2011 
Senior Master Sergeant Mar 1, 2014 
Chief Master Sergeant September 1, 2017 

 

(Current as of December 2023) 
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WARRANT OFFICER CLASS ONE RAYMOND TANA KAREKO 
Land Component Sergeant Major 

 

 

 

 

 

Ko Emiemi toku Maunga 
Ko Whangaroa toku Moana 
Ko Ngātokimatawhaorua toku Waka 
Ko Mangaiti toku Marae 
Ko Ngāpuhi ki Whangaroa toku Iwi 
He uri tēnei o Nukutawhiti 

Warrant Officer Class One Raymond Kareko 
was born in Auckland, New Zealand (NZ) on 17 
August 1970.  He attested into the NZ Army on 
26 September 1988 as a Regular Force Soldier, 
and on completion of recruit training graduated 
into the Royal New Zealand Army Ordnance 
Corps, as a Supplier. 

WO1 Kareko has served in a number of 
leadership appointments including Company 
Sergeant Major of 21st Supply Company, 
Training Warrant Officer of 2nd Logistic 
Battalion, Regimental Sergeant Major of 2nd 
Combat Service Support Battalion, Regimental 
Sergeant Major of the Army Command School 
(NZ), Command Sergeant Major, 1st (NZ) 
Brigade, and the People and Culture Warrant 
Officer, Army. 
 
WO1 Kareko served in Somalia as a Supply 
Technician for the United Nations (UN) 
Operations in Somalia from 1993 – 1994, Timor 
Leste as a Petroleum Operator Detachment 
Commander for the UN Transitional Authority in 
East Timor from 2000 - 2001, and Afghanistan 
as the Command Sergeant Major of the NZ 
Provincial Reconstruction Team as part of the 
International Security Assistance Force. 

WO1 Kareko’s Decorations, Medals, and 
Commendations include: the NZ Operational 
Service Medal, the United Nations Operation in 
Somalia Medal, the United Nations Transition 
Authority East Timor Medal, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization International Security 
Assistance Force Medal, the NZ General 
Service Medal (East Timor and Afghanistan 

 

 

 

 

 

Clasps), the NZ Defence Service Medal, and the 
NZ Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

WO1 Kareko is a recipient of the Chief of Army’s 
Commendation, a graduate of the New Zealand 
Command and Staff College, Joint Warrant 
Officer Advanced Course, and has a Graduate 
Diploma from the United States Army Sergeants 
Major Academy, Class 69.  WO1 Kareko holds a 
Diploma in Te Reo Māori. 

WO1 Kareko married Diane on 12 January 2010, 
and they have four children; Dannielle (27), Zion 
(21), Paris (19) and Kade (16).  WO1 Kareko’s 
hobbies and interests include spending time with 
family, participating in physical training, 
recreational and professional development 
reading. 

WO1 Kareko was posted to his current position 
as the Land Component Sergeant Major WEF 12 
December 2022. 



Command Master Chief
Michael S. Koch

U.S. Coast Guard 
Command Senior Enlisted Leader

Command Master Chief Michael S. Koch serves as the Command 
Senior Enlisted Leader, Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of 
Africa.  

Master Chief Koch assumed his current post as the Command 
Senior Enlisted Leader of Combined Joint Task Force - Horn of 
Africa on 26 October 2023. He is a native of Peoria, Illinois and 
entered the Coast Guard in August 1993. 

Since completion of Basic Training in October 1993, Master Chief Koch                              
has served aboard prior Queen of the Fleet USCGC ACUSHNET (WMEC-167), Ketchikan, 
Alaska; USCGC NANTUCKET (WPB-1316), Key West, Florida; USCGC WIRE 
(WYTL-65612), Saugerties, New York, where he served as Officer In Charge.

He has also been assigned ashore to USCG Station Charlevoix, Charlevoix, Michigan; 
USCG Station Galveston, Galveston, Texas, where he served as Officer in Charge; USCG 
Station Shinnecock, Hampton Bays, New York and USCG Station Eaton’s Neck, Northport, 
New York where he served as Executive Petty Officer.

Master Chief Koch served as the Officer In Charge aboard USCGC MORAY (WPB87331), 
Jonesport, America, USCGC CORMORANT (WPB-87313)/ FINBACK (WPB-87314), Ft. 
Pierce, Florida. He was then assigned as the Command Master Chief for Patrol Forces 
South West Asia; Command Master Chief of Sector Delaware Bay; and temporary Officer In 
Charge of USCGC RAZORBILL (WPB-87332), Portsmouth, Virginia. Master Chief Koch was 
then assigned as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader Joint Task Force Guantanamo 
before his most recent assignment as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader of USCG Sector 
Huston-Galveston.

His personal awards include the Defense Superior Service Medal, three Meritorious Service 
Medals, five Coast Guard Commendation Medals, two Coast Guard Achievement Medals, 
two Commandant’s Letter of Commendation, eight Good Conduct Medals, and numerous 
other unit awards. He has earned permanent Coxswain, Cutterman, and Boat Forces (Gold 
and Pewter Tone) insignias.

Master Chief Koch graduated from the Chief Petty Officer's Academy (Class 139) in 
February 2007 and graduated from the Senior Enlisted Leadership Course in March 2015. 
Master Chief Koch received his 200 ton Master-Merchant Mariner Credential in 2013.

Master Chief Koch graduated summa cum laude from the American Military University with a 
Bachelor of General Studies. Master Chief Koch is committed to his wife and best friend, 
Jennifer Mayes, of Dickinson Texas. Together, they have two amazing daughters, Veda and 
Lexi. 



COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR ANDREW J. KROGMAN
SENIOR ENL ISTED LEADER,  JOINT  SPECIAL  OPERATIONS COMMAND

Command Sergeant Major Andrew J. “A.J.” Krogman was born November 14, 1977, and raised 
in Northern California. CSM Krogman enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1995 as a Combat Engineer 
and attended One Station Unit Training (OSUT) at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. He was assigned 
to A Company, 14th Engineer Battalion at Fort Lewis, Washington, for two years before completing 
Special Forces Assessment and Selection with follow on assignment to the U.S. Army John F. 
Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School. 

He graduated from the Special Forces Qualification Course in 1999, as a Special Forces Engineer 
and returned to Fort Lewis with assignment to Operational Detachment Alpha (ODA) 165, 2nd 
Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne). After serving as both a Junior and Senior Engineer 
Sergeant for ODA 165, he was reassigned to 1st Battalion, 1st SFG (A) in Okinawa, Japan, in 2003. 
There he served as the Senior Engineer Sergeant and Intelligence Sergeant for ODA 114. 
Additionally, he served as the Alpha Company Operations Sergeant for Operational Detachment 
Bravo 110 and concluded his time in Okinawa as the Team Sergeant for ODA 111. 

CSM Krogman was assigned to the Military District of Washington area in 2007 where he served as 
a Team Sergeant, Troop Sergeant Major, Squadron Command Sergeant Major, Joint Task Force 
Senior Enlisted Leader, and Group Command Sergeant Major for Joint Cyber Operations Group. 
He was then assigned to U.S. Special Operations Command where he served as the Command 
Sergeant Major for the Strategic Reconnaissance and Enabling Command. 

CSM Krogman has completed a wide variety of specialized military and interagency training 
during his career. He is a graduate of the Joint Special Operations Forces Senior Enlisted Academy, 
the United States Army Sergeants Major Academy, and Norwich University. 

CSM Krogman married his high school sweetheart, Katie, and together they have two children, 
Triston and Kirsten.



U N I T E D   S T A T E S   SPACE   FORCE 

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT CALEB M. LLOYD
Chief Master Sergeant Caleb M. Lloyd is the Senior Enlisted 
Leader for Space Operations Command at Peterson Space 
Force Base Colorado. Space Operations Command is a Field 
Command of the United States Space Force, compromising 
thousands of Space Professionals and Airmen worldwide. As 
Senior Enlisted Leader, he advises the commander on 
matters influencing the health, welfare, morale, and effective 
utilization of 13,000 professionals responsible for providing 
space capabilities to the Department of Defense. Additionally, 
Chief Lloyd advises the commander on mission effectiveness, 
professional development, and military readiness and training 
of all assigned and attached enlisted space forces enabling 
the preparation, generation, and sustainment of combat-ready 
intelligence, cyber, space and combat support forces. 

Chief Master Sergeant Lloyd enlisted in the United States Air 
Force in May of 2002 as an Electronic Signals Intelligence 
Analyst. His background includes various duties in the Signals 
Intelligence career field executing Intelligence, Surveillance, 
and Reconnaissance operations for multiple Airborne and 
Space Systems. He has held leadership positions at 
Squadron, Delta, Numbered Air Force, and Joint and multi-national levels of Command. He has three 
deployments to operating locations in South-West Asia in support of Operations ENDURING 
FREEDOM, IRAQI FREEDOM, and INHERENT RESOLVE. Chief Lloyd transferred to the U.S. 
Space Force on 8 December 2021. 

Prior to his current position, Chief Master Sergeant Lloyd served as the Senior Enlisted Leader for 
Space Delta 7, at Peterson Space Force Base, Colorado.  

EDUCATION 
2002 Electronic Signals Intelligence Apprentice Course, Goodfellow AFB, TX  
2006 Airman Leadership School, Offutt AFB, NE 
2011 Associate degree, Intelligence Analysis, CCAF, Maxwell AFB, AL 
2013 USAF Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Kapaun AS, Germany   
2013 USAF Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy (correspondence) 
2015 Senior Enlisted Intelligence Master Skills Course, Goodfellow AFB, TX 
2015 Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education, Phase I (by correspondence) 
2017 Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Maxwell AFB, Gunter Annex, AL 
2020 BA, Magna Cum Laude, Intelligence Studies, American Military University, Charlestown, WV 

ASSIGNMENTS 
1. Jan 2003 – Jan 2005, Electronic Signals Intelligence Analyst, 82 RS, Kadena AB, Japan
2. Jan 2005 – Feb 2006, Global Integrated Air Defense Analyst, HQ USSTRATCOM, Offutt AFB, NE
3. Mar 2006 – Apr 2007, NCOIC, Standardization & Evaluation, Det 2, 18 IS, Osan AB, Korea
4. Apr 2007 – Nov 2009, Space Systems Analyst, Det 1, 18IS, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH
5. Nov 2009 – Apr 2012, NCOIC, Plans and Programs, 18IS, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH
6. Apr 2012 – May 2013, NCOIC, Intelligence Watch, HQ USAFRICOM, Stuttgart, Germany
7. May 2013 – Apr 2015, Superintendent, J2 ISR Division, HQ USAFRICOM, Stuttgart, Germany
8. Apr 2015 – May 2017, Manager, Plans & Programs, HQ 25 AF, Advanced Programs Directorate,

 Lackland AFB, TX 



 
9. May 2017 – Jun 2018, Superintendent, Intelligence & Operations Division, HQ 25 AF, Advanced  
                                         Programs Directorate, Lackland AFB, TX 
10. Jun 2018 – Jul 2020, Superintendent, 16 AF Operating Location-APS, Peterson AFB, CO 
11. Jul 2020 – May 2022, Senior Enlisted Leader, 72 ISR Squadron, Peterson SFB, CO 
12. May 2022 – Aug 2023, Senior Enlisted Leader, Space Delta 7, Peterson SFB, CO 
13. Aug 2023 – Present, Senior Enlisted Leader, Space Operations Command, Peterson SFB, CO 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Legion of Merit 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster  
Joint Service Achievement Medal  
Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
National Defense Service Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Service Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal 
Korean Defense Service Medal 
Nuclear Deterrence Operations Service Medal 

 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
2004 82d Reconnaissance Squadron Airman of the Year 
2006 Det 2, 18 IS, NCO of the Year 
2006 Det 2, 18 IS, Senior Technician of the Year 

  2013 Levitow Honor Graduate, Kisling NCO Academy 
  2014 HQ US Africa Command, AF ISR Airman of the Year 
  2016 HQ 25 AF, Advanced Programs Directorate, SNCO of the Year 
  
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Airman First Class – 12 July 2002 
Senior Airman – 12 November 2004 
Staff Sergeant – 1 July 2006 
Technical Sergeant – 1 June 2011 
Master Sergeant – 1 July 2013 
Senior Master Sergeant – 1 February 2018 
Chief Master Sergeant – 1 March 2022 
 



CMDCM(AW) VAN “CHRIS” LOUVIER
COMMANDMASTER CHIEF

COMMANDER, NAVAL AIR FORCE RESERVE

Command Master Chief Louvier, a native of Houston, Texas,
enlisted in the United States Navy in April 1997. Following
graduation from Recruit Training in Great Lakes, Illinois, he
reported to Naval Air Technical Training Center in Pensacola,
Florida for Aviation Machinist Mate Basic "A" school. His first
tour of duty was Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department
(AIMD) in Washington, D.C. where he advanced to Aviation
Machinist Mate 2nd Class.

He completed assignments at Fleet Logistics Support Squadron
(VR) 48 at in Washington, D.C.; Fighter Squadron Composite
(VFC) 12 in Oceana, Virginia; VR-46 in Atlanta, Georgia;
Commander, Tactical Support Wing in Fort Worth, Texas, as the
F/A-18 Class Desk; Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 204 in New
Orleans, Louisiana, as the Maintenance Senior Chief; VR-62 in
Jacksonville, Florida, as the Maintenance Senior Chief; and
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 60 in Mayport, Florida, as the Maintenance Master
Chief.

In 2015, he was selected as a Command Master Chief (CMC) and served his first CMC tour at VR-56
in Virginia Beach, Virginia. His following CMC tours were: Commander, Tactical Support Wing at in
Fort Worth, Texas and Fleet Readiness Center Reserve Mid-West in Fort Worth, Texas. Currently, he
serves as the Command Master Chief of Commander, Naval Air Force Reserve, with dual headquarters
in San Diego, California and Norfolk, Virginia.

His academic achievements include the Senior Enlisted Academy, Senior Enlisted Joint Professional
Military Education, the Command Master Chief/Chief of the Boat course, U.S. Fleet Forces Command
Executive Leadership Symposium, and the Flag Command Master Chief/Chief of the Boat course.

CMDCM Louvier is designated as an Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist. His personal awards
include the Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal (six awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (four awards), and various other
service awards.



 

WO, William McConnell 
Avionics Technician 

Current Position: Command Warrant Officer-Navy People (E9) 

Location: Brindabella Park, Canberra, Australia 2609 

Contact details: william.mcconnell@defence.gov.au  

Biography: 

 

 

 

     
    

Warrant Officer William McConnell joined the Royal Australia Navy in 1993 as an Aircraft Avionics 
Technician, on graduation was posted to 817SQN maintaining the Sea King Helicopter, undertaking flight 
and detachment postings in HMAS Success, HMAS Tobruk, and HMAS Kanimbla, in 2004 Warrant 
Officer McConnell was posting to the Naval Aviation-SPO as a Sea King Technical Assessor. 

Promoted to Chief Petty Officer in 2007 WO McConnell conducted MRH90 training in France prior to 
posting to 5th Aviation Regiment introducing the MRH90 capability. In 2011 posting back to HMAS 
Albatross for the formation of 808SQN in which time he was the Flight Senior Maintenance Sailor for 
Flight Trials of the MRH90 in HMAS Manoora, Tobruk and Choules. In 2013, he was posted to HQ-
FORCOMD at Gallipoli Barracks, to support integration of Army Aviation into the LHD capability. 

Promoted to Warrant Officer in January 2014 Warrant Officer McConnell was posted to Navy Aviation-
SPO as the Preparedness Manager and in 2017 as the Assistance Aerospace Engineering Officer 
(AAEO) of 808SQN. Attendance at Australian Command and Staff Course in 2020 led to becoming the 
Command Warrant Officer in HMAS Adelaide in December 2020. 

Warrant Officer McConnell was posted as Command Warrant Officer Career Management in Janurary 
2023, before being Tier Advanced in June 2023 to his current postion as Command Warrant Officer Navy 
People  

Warrant Officer McConnell has been operationally deployed to Op Belisi, Op Trek, Op Gold, Op Relex II, 
Op Quickstep, OP Bushfire Assist, OP Fiji Assist 20-1 and OP Tonga Assist 2022. 

Warrant Officer McConnell is married to Samantha and together, they have two children. He was awarded 
a Conspicuous Service Medal in 2021 for his achievements and leadership within the Fleet Air Arm. He is 
a Life Member of ADF Hockey, a Fellow of Engineers Australia and he has completed a Bachelors of 
Aviation Management, and has a Masters in Defence and Strategic Studies. He continues to be a West 
Coast Eagles supporter, and is a long suffering Buffalo Bills fan. He enjoys both the sun and the snow. 

 



 

 
CMDCM (SW/FMF/AW) April D. Merriman 

Command Master Chief, USS ANCHORAGE (LPD-23)  
 

A native of Bassett, Virginia, Master Chief Merriman enlisted in the Navy and departed for 
recruit training at Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, 
Illinois, in December 1997. She then attended Hospital 
Corpsman “A” School and completed follow on orders to U.S. 
Naval Hospital Yokosuka, Japan.    

Her other shore tours include Naval Medical Center San Diego; 
as an instructor at Field Medical Training Battalion-West; as a 
Recruit Division Commander at Recruit Training Command; 
and U.S. Naval Hospital Naples, Italy. 

Her operational tours include 1st Force Service Support Group 
as the Assistant Leading Petty Officer; I Marine Expeditionary 
Force as the 9th Communication Battalion Leading Petty Officer; I Marine Expeditionary Force 
Headquarters Group Leading Chief Petty Officer; III Marine Expeditionary Force as the Force 
Surgeon’s Senior Enlisted Advisor and Deputy Korea Medical Planner.  

Her command tours include Helicopter Maritime Squadron SEVEN EIGHT and assumed her 
current role at USS ANCHORAGE (LPD-23) in May 2022.  

Her deployments include three tours to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and one tour 
to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. She completed one deployment to the 
Western Pacific as part of the “Airwing of the Future” embarked aboard USS CARL VINSON 
(CVN-70) where her squadron was awarded the Battle “E”. Her most recent Western Pacific 
deployment was as a part of the MAKIN ISLAND Amphibious Readiness Group. 

Command Master Chief Merriman’s personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (3), 
Navy Commendation Medal (3), Navy Achievement Medal (7), Good Conduct Medal (8), 
National Defense Medal and various campaign medals and ribbons. She is a qualified Enlisted 
Surface, Fleet Marine Force, and Aviation Warfare Specialist and Master Training Specialist. 
She is an Honor Graduate of Senior Enlisted Academy Class 191 (Khaki) and a graduate of 
CMC/COB Course 206. She holds an Associate of Science with Vincennes University and is 
currently pursuing her Bachelor of Science with Thomas Edison State University. 
 



 

 

Warrant Officer Class One J S Miller 

 

Warrant Officer Class One Miller is currently serving at Headquarters Field Army as the 
Command Sergeant Major. Prior to this, he served as the Command Sergeant Major of the 
1st (United Kingdom) Division and as the Brigade and Regimental Sergeant Major of 16 Air 
Assault Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron (216). He was a Squadron Sergeant 
Major at the Army Foundation College (Harrogate) and 21st Signal Regiment. 
Operationally, he deployed on Op HERRICK 19 as a Squadron Sergeant Major, Op 
HERRICK 13 as a Troop Sergeant, and Op HERRICK 4 as the Helmand Task Force 
Commander’s operator. Whilst serving at 7th Armoured Brigade Headquarters and Signal 
Squadron (207) he deployed on Op TELIC in 2003 and Op AGRICOLA 6 in 2001. 

His hobbies include watching Tottenham Hotspur, running, military history and spending 
quality time with his family. 
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CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT JOHN W. MYERS 
 
Chief Master Sergeant John W. Myers is the 14th State Command 
Chief Master Sergeant for the Mississippi Air National Guard, Joint 
Force Headquarters, Jackson, MS.  Chief Myers serves as the 
principal advisor to Commanders and senior staff on matters of 
mission effectiveness, professional development, military 
readiness, training, promotion, retention, utilization, health, morale, 
welfare and assignment policy affecting over 2,300 enlisted 
personnel.  This includes conducting counseling and interviewing 
sessions through a visitation program to 29 units; and identifying 
issues and recommending actions directly to commanders.  He is 
the liaison between the enlisted personnel, the Adjutant General and 
the Assistant Adjutant General for Air, Mississippi Air National 
Guard.  Chief Myers is currently assigned to the ANG Command 
Chief Master Sergeant Training Course as a Facilitator. 
  
Previously served as the 172d Airlift Wing Command Chief.  As the 
Senior Enlisted Leader to the base commander, he was the key 
enlisted advocate and advisor on operational effectiveness and the 
organization, training and equipping of enlisted Airmen.  He 
channeled communication between the base commander and the 
enlisted force to ensure the commander’s directions and policies 
were carried out.  Prior to this, he served as the Maintenance Group 
SEL. In this position, he served as the commander’s senior enlisted 
leader on operational effectiveness and organization, training and 
equipping the Groups enlisted force.  He worked in concert with the 
Command Chief, other Group SEL’s and First Sergeants to oversee the readiness, training, health, morale, welfare and quality 
of life of assigned personnel.  In addition, he served as the 172 AW Chiefs Council President and Chair of the 172d AW 
Community Action Team.   
 
Prior to this, Chief Myers served as Wing First Sergeant.  Here he served as mentor and advocate for the wing’s 1,200 members, 
as well as advisor to the Wing Commander and Unit Commanders on the professional development, military readiness, health, 
morale, and welfare of all assigned enlisted personnel. Also served as the chair of the Wing’s First Sergeants Council, and as 
the First Sergeant liaison to the Wing’s Chief Council, ensuring the wing’s senior enlisted force is united in the implementation 
of the Wing Command Chief’s vision. Additionally, he provided leadership and guidance to the command’s 13 First Sergeants 
while also representing the command’s enlisted force at a variety of military and civilian conferences, forums and speaking 
engagements.  
 
EDUCATION   
2007  Noncommissioned Officer Academy, McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base, Knoxville, TN  
2009  First Sergeant Academy, Maxwell AFB, Montgomery, AL 
2010  Bachelor of Science in Management, Belhaven University, Jackson, MS 
2012  Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL 
2015  Community College of the Air Force degree, Associates Degree, Air Transportation 
2015  Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy In-Residence, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL 
2015  Community College of the Air Force degree, Associates Degree, Human Resource Management 

   2016  Chief’s Executive Course, Joint Base Andrews 
   2017  Chief’s Leadership Course, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, AL 



   2019  MSNG Lecture Series (LS-01) 
   2020 Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education (SEJPME 1) 
  2021 Command Chief Master Sergeant Training Course, Lackland AFB, TX 
  2023 EJPME II 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
1.  March 1991 – March 1995, YN3, USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), Alameda, CA 
2.  June 1999 – July 2001, YN2, Naval Reserve Center, Meridian, MS 
3.  August 2001 – May 2006, Air Transportation Journeyman, 172d Aerial Port Squadron, Jackson, MS 
4.  June 2006 – June 2008, Air Transportation Craftsman, 172d Aerial Port Squadron, Jackson, MS 
5.  July 2008 – April 2012, First Sergeant, 172d Aerial Port Squadron, Jackson, MS 
6.  May 2012 – December 2015 - Wing First Sergeant, 172 Airlift Wing, Jackson, MS 
7.  July 2015 - Patriot Exercise – Joint First Sergeant, Volk Field CRTC 
8.  February 2016 – April 2021 172d Maintenance Group Superintendent 
9.  May 2021 to Feb 2023 – Wing Command Chief, 172d Airlift Wing 
10. March 2023 – present – MS ANG State Command Chief 
11. Dec 2021 to Dec 2023 – ANG Chief Master Sergeant Orientation Course, Facilitator 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS  
Meritorious Service Medal with three bronze oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal 
Air Force Achievement Medal with one bronze oak leaf cluster 
Navy Achievement Medal with one gold star 
Southwest Asia Service Medal with one bronze star 
Iraq Campaign Medal with one bronze star 
Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border  
Air Force Special Duty Ribbon 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with four “M” Devices and one silver hour glass  
Meritorious Unit Award 

STATE AWARDS AND DECORATIONS   
Mississippi Medal of Efficiency 
Mississippi War Medal 
Mississippi Service School Medal 
Mississippi Longevity Medal   
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS  
2010 First Sergeant of the Year, 172nd Airlift Wing  
2010 Cum Laude Graduate, Belhaven University 
2011 First Sergeant of the Year, MS Air National Guard  
2016 GV Sonny Montgomery Patriot Leadership Award 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ASSOCIATIONS  
Mississippi NG Enlisted Association 
American Legion  

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION  
Chief Master Sergeant, February 06, 2016 
 
(Current as of Jan 2024) 

 



 

COMMAND SGT. MAJ. JOANN NAUMANN 
USASOC Command Sergeant Major 

 
 
Command Sergeant Major JoAnn Naumann was born and raised in New 
Jersey. She attended the College of William and Mary, majoring in American 
Studies and Government. After college, CSM Naumann enlisted in the Army 
as a 35P, Voice Language Analyst, in February 1996. She completed the 
Arabic Basic Course at the Defense Language Institute and Advanced 
Individual Training at Goodfellow Air Force Base. 
 
CSM Naumann’s assignments include: 311th Military Intelligence Battalion, 
Fort Campbell, KY; 344th Military Intelligence Battalion, Goodfellow Air 
Force Base, TX; and assignments to a Special Mission Units. She completed 
fourteen deployments throughout CENTCOM and AFRICOM. CSM 
Naumann served as the Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC) J2 Senior 
Enlisted Advisor and Command Sergeant Major for the 15th Military 
Intelligence Battalion (Aerial Exploitation), JSOC Intelligence Brigade, and 
Special Operations Command - Korea. She currently serves as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader of United 
States Army Special Operations Command. 
 
CSM Naumann’s military schools include:  Arabic Basic Course, Air Assault Course, BLC, Rappel Master 
Course, ALC, Basic Airborne Course, Instructor Supervisor Course, Military Freefall Course, and SOF Intel 
Leaders Course. She is a graduate of the Joint Special Operations Forces Senior Enlisted Academy. 
 
CSM Naumann’s awards and decorations include:  Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze 
Star w/ 1OLC, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal w/ 2OLC, Air Medal, Joint 
Service Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal w/ 3OLC, and Army Achievement Medal w/ 
2OLC. She is a recipient of the Order of Saint Michael and the Knowlton Award. 
CSM Naumann is married and has one stepdaughter. 

-SINE PARI- 

UNITED STATES ARMY 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
FORT LIBERTY, NC 28310 / (910) 432-6005 / 
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and on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/usasoc.mil 
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EODCM (EWS/EXW) ERIC W. NEAL 
 

A native of Vancouver, Washington, Master Chief Neal 

enlisted in the Navy in February 1996.  He completed 

recruit training followed by Basic Enlisted Submarine 

School (BESS) in Groton, Connecticut.  He graduated 

from Sonar Technician Submarines “A” School and 

reported to USS BILLFISH (SSN 676) in Groton, 

Connecticut, from 1996 to 1999, where he earned his 

submarine warfare device.  His second undersea 

assignment included USS HENRY M. JACKSON (SSBN 

730) BLUE Crew, where he completed five deterrent 

patrols.  Master Chief Neal then transitioned to 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal and graduated Naval School Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (NAVSCOLEOD) class 0450N, where he graduated as a Basic EOD 

Technician. 

 

Other assignments include EODMU FIVE, Agana Guam; Detachment FIVE ONE 

Sasebo, Japan; NAVSCOLEOD, Eglin AFB FL; Naval Expeditionary Combat Forces 

Central Commander Task Force FIVE SIX, Manama, Bahrain; and EODMU EIGHT in 

Rota, Spain.  Master Chief Neal earned the Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service 

Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Army 

Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Service Medal, Army Achievement 

Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, and various unit awards. Additionally, he is authorized 

to wear the Master Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EWS), Expeditionary Warfare 

Specialist (EXW), and the Enlisted Submarine (SS) Insignias.  He is a graduate of the 

Joint Special Operations Forces Senior Enlisted Academy (Class 19) and completed his 

Bachelors of Science in Military Leadership. 

 

 

Insert Official 
Photo Here 

(head and shoulders, 
covered, in dress 

blues) 
 

Size: 
2.19” x 2.01” 



Sergeant Major Daryl J. Plude

Sergeant Major Plude enlisted in the Virginia Army National Guard March 30, 1990, and was assigned to 
Company D 230th Signal BN in Virginia Beach as a Multi-channel communications operator until 1992 when the 
unit was disbanded as part of the signal Battalion transformation.  He transferred to the Maryland Army National 
Guard Company A-129th Sig BN as a Mobile Subscriber Communications operator until 1993 when he 
transferred back to the Virginia Guard and was assigned to HHC 2nd BDE 29th Infantry Division as an 
Intelligence Analyst. There he served in both the S-2 and S-3 shops as an Analyst and radio operator. In the fall 
of 1994, as 2nd BDE was notified of its pending transformation, SGM Plude, was selected for promotion to 
Sergeant with 329th Area Support Group in Virginia Beach as an Intel Analyst.  He served there until 1996, 
when he transitioned to the 229th Military Police Company, where he served as team leader, squad leader, and 
platoon sergeant. He deployed as NCOIC of Operation Noble Eagle on September 11, 2001, providing force 
protection at National Guard Readiness Center. In February 2003, the unit was activated for Federal service and 
deployed as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  There the unit performed customs missions in Kuwait before 
being reassigned to perform detainee operations at Abu Ghraib Prison, Iraq until April 2004.  The unit would 
later receive a Meritorious Unit Citation for their conduct and actions. Upon return, SGM Plude transferred to 
91st Troop Command as operations NCO and National Guard liaison to the 2005 Boy Scout Jamboree.  In 
August 2005 SGM Plude was selected as First Sergeant for the 229th Military Police Company and within days, 
deployed the unit to Louisiana in support of hurricane Katrina.  In August 2008, he was selected as the 
Command Sergeant Major of 276th Engineer Battalion and reported Aug 18, 2008, for deployment to 
Afghanistan where the BN conducted route clearance operations in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  
The battalion received a Valorous Unit Award and Combat Action streamer for their actions in combat. He 
continued service with 276th EN BN and jointly as the VA-CERFP (CBRNE Enhanced Response Force 
Package) CSM until June 1, 2016, when he was selected to serve as 91st Troop Command CSM.  Here he 
began the work of transforming Troop Command to the National Guard’s Cyber Brigade, where it officially 
reflagged in October 2017 s 91st Cyber Brigade.  He continued service with Cyber until his selection as 29th 
Infantry Division Command Sergeant Major in March 2021.  He immediately began training for deployment to 
CENTCOM area of responsibility as TF-Spartan CSM in May 2021. During that rotation, the DIV took part in the 
Afghanistan retrograde and numerous other significant events earning the Division a Meritorious Unit Citation 
and several of its assigned units the Presidential Unit Citation. Upon returned the DIV began work to realign 
units assigned for training across 7 States.  In July 2023, he transitioned to a title 10 assignment as National 
Guard Advisor to the Sergeants Major Academy.
   
On August 1, 2023, SGM Plude retired as a Sergeant from Virginia Beach Police Department where he served 
since 1994.  He held numerous positions as a patrolmen and detective before his promotion to Sergeant in 
2002.  As a supervisor he held positions in patrol assignments, Recruiting/Hiring Supervisor, Recruit Academy 
Supervisor, Detective Supervisor, SWAT team leader/Sniper cell leader, Bomb Squad Commander as a FBI 
certified Public Safety Bomb Technician, Aviation unit, and completed his career as the Homeland Security 
Supervisor.

His military awards include the Legion of Merit w/oak leaf cluster, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal 
w/2 oak leaf clusters, Army Commendation with “V” device and 3 oak leaf clusters, Army Achievement Medal, 
and numerous others to include the Global War on Terror Expeditionary & service, Afghanistan campaign medal 
w/Star, NATO medal Humanitarian Service x2, Louisiana Emergency Relief, and VA Commendation Medals 

He has been married to the former Jackie Lynn Lewis of Virginia Beach, for more than 20 years and has two 
wonderful boys Davis (18) and Decker (15).  



Sergeant Major

Annette (Annie) M. Reed
USCYBERCOM J2 SEL
US CYBER COMMAND

9800 Savage Rd
February 2023

National Intelligence University –MS– Strategic Intelligence
Thomas Edison State College –BA–Foreign language
Defense Language Institute –AA–Serbo-Croation Language

All levels of the Noncommissioned Officer Education System, Wharton Executive Leadership Course, First Sergeants Course, Basic Airborne
Course, Serbo-Croatian Basic Course, AIT Platoon Sergeants Course, Master Resilience Course.

SGT Jun 2001
SSG Oct 2005
SFC Sep 2008

MSG Dec 2011
SGM Jun 2017

Feb 23 Present J2 Senior Enlisted Leader, USCYBERCOM, Ft. Meade MD
Jun 20 Feb 23 Brigade Command Sergeant Major, 704th MI, Ft. Meade MD
Aug 19 Jun 20 Student at National Intelligence University, Bathesda MD
Aug 16 May 19 Battalion Command Sergeant Major, 2nd MI BN, Weisbaden DE
Jun 13 Jul 16 Collection Management Sergeant Major, United States Army Office of Military Support
Jun 12 Jul 14 First Sergeant, C Co, 344th MI BN, Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo TX
Dec 11 Jun 12 Operations NCOIC, HHC 344th MI BN, Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo TX
Oct 10 Dec 11 Advanced Individual Training PSG, B Co 344th MI BN, Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo TX
Jul 08 Oct 10 PSG/ Mission Manager, B Co 717th MI BN, San Antonio TX
Aug 06 Jul 10 Observer Controller/ Training Room NCOIC, Operations Group, National Training Center, Ft. Irwin CA
Apr 05 Aug 06 Squad Leader/Collection Manager, A Co 314th MI BN, San Antonio TX
Oct 03 Apr 05 Student at Defense language Institute, Monterey CA
Aug 00 Oct 03 BN S2, HHC 82nd Signal BN, 82nd ABN DIV, Ft. Bragg NC
Jul 05 Jul 06 Assignment #14
Jul 04 Jul 05 Assignment #15
Jul 03 Jul 04 Assignment #16
Jul 02 Jul 03 Assignment #17
Jul 01 Jul 02 Assignment #18

Command Sergeant Major Reed's awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal (3OLC), Army Commendation Medal (2OLC), Joint Service Achievement Medal, Army Achievement Medal (silver OLC), Good
Conduct Medal (8th Award), Outstanding Volunteer medal, Air Force Superior Unit Award, and the Basic Parachutist Badge.



CSM Jonathan Reffeor 
3rd Infantry Division

 Fort Stewart Georgia 

Command Sergeant Major Reffeor enlisted in the Army September 1997 in Sunbury, Pennsylvania. 
He conducted One Station Unit Training at Ft. Benning, GA, where he earned the Military 
Occupational Specialty of 11B, Infantryman.

CSM Reffeor’s assignments include: Rifleman, Grenadier, 240B Machine Gunner, and Automatic 
Rifleman, 2-187 IN, Fort Campbell, KY; Team Leader, Hohenfels, Germany; Commanding General's 
Driver, 7th USA Training Command, Grafenwoehr, Germany; Squad Leader, 1/508 IN ABN, Vicenza, 
Italy; IOBC Squad Training, 2/11th IN, Fort Benning, GA; Rifle Platoon Sergeant, 1st Battalion 327th IN 
Fort Campbell; KY; Company Tactical NCO, West Point, NY; First Sergeant, D Co 2nd Battalion 327th 
IN Fort Campbell, KY; Senior 1SG Observer, Operations Group - Controller/Training, Fort Polk, LA; G3 
SGM, 3rd Infantry Division Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion Fort Stewart, GA; BN CSM, 2nd 
Battalion 69th CAB, Fort Stewart, GA; BDE CSM, 1st Armored Brigade, Fort Stewart, GA;  G3 SGM, 

USAREUR-AF, Wiesbaden, Germany; currently serving as the Division Command Sergeant Major 3rd 

Infantry Division, Fort Stewart GA. CSM Reffeor deployed to combat four times; three times to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, and one time to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom.

CSM Reffeor’s military education includes all levels of the Noncommissioned Officer Professional 

Development System, Nominative Leader Course, Sergeants Major Course, Battalion and Brigade 

Pre-Command/CSM Development Courses, SEJPME-I/II, Battle Staff NCO Course, Air Assault School, 
Pathfinder Course, Mountain Warfare School, Airborne School, Rappel Master School, Combative I 
and II Course, Commander and First Sergeant Course, and Instructor Training Course.  His civilian 
education includes a High School Diploma, Associate Degree and he also holds a Bachelor’s degree. 
He is a recipient of the Military Order of St. Maurice, Order of Saint George (Bronze), and the Field 
Artillery Order of Saint Barbara.         

CSM Reffeor's awards and decorations include, the Legion of Merit with 1 oak leaf clusters, the 
Purple Heart, the Bronze Star Medal with 3 oak leaf clusters, the Meritorious Service Medal with 2 
oak leaf clusters, the Army Commendation Medal with 4 oak leaf clusters, the Army Achievement 
Medal with 3 oak leaf clusters, the National Defense Service Medal, the Iraqi Campaign Medal, the 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on 
Terrorism Campaign Medal with Arrowhead, the Army Good Conduct Medal (8th award), the Air 
Assault Badge, the Pathfinder Badge, the Airborne Badge with combat bronze jump star, the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, the Expert Infantryman’s Badge.

CSM Reffeor has been married to Jennifer for 23 years. They have two children, Jordan and Isabella.



                                                                                                                                           
 

 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 UNITED STATES AIR FORCE  

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT KELLY B. REICH 
 

Chief Master Sergeant Kelly B. Reich is the Command Senior Enlisted 
Leader, Virginia National Guard at Joint Force Headquarters, Richmond, 
Virginia.  In this position, she serves as the Senior Noncommissioned 
Officer for the Virginia National Guard.  Chief Reich advises and assists 
the Adjutant General of Virginia on all health, welfare, readiness, and 
professional development matters pertaining to enlisted personnel.  She 
serves as the key leader in implementing the Adjutant General’s vision, 
goals, and objectives.  Chief Reich also serves as Lead Facilitator for the 
Air National Guard Command Chief Master Sergeant Training Course. 

 
Chief Reich entered the Air Force in October 1992 as a Mobility Specialist 
at Andrews AFB, Maryland. After serving on active duty, she joined the 
Virginia Air National Guard in June 1996 as an Information Manager and 
Client Support Administrator. Succeeding the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Chief 
Reich volunteered as an augmentee for the 192d Security Forces 
Squadron filling the gap for deployed members.  She was instrumental in 
the establishment of the 192d Intelligence Squadron, retraining as an 
Imagery Analyst in 2007, and later assuming the position of Imagery 
Superintendent. Chief Reich provided critical analysis during counter-
drug, piracy, and terrorist operations; utilizing full-motion video, multi-
spectral imagery, and measurement and signature intelligence. She 
provided domestic oversight during the 56th Presidential Inauguration at 
the Joint Operations Center, Mullins National Guard Armory, which was 
the first joint Army-Air operation of its kind in the state. Chief Reich 
spearheaded Domestic Operations within the state of Virginia and is a 
National Guard Directorate of Intelligence certified liaison for the Joint 
Incident Awareness and Assessment Team.  She participated in the Virginia National Guard State Partnership Program in 2013, 
serving as the acting deputy in the Office of Military Cooperation at the U.S. Embassy in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.  Chief Reich also 
served as the Superintendent of the 192d Operations Group (OG), which is the first ANG unit to fly the F-22A, and is a classic 
association of over 280 Airmen serving across four missions: F-22 operations in support of Combatant Commander war plans, 
global intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, cyber protection of critical DoD networks, and weather forecasting support 
to Army aviation.  As the group senior enlisted advisor, she advocated for the morale, welfare, quality of life, and professional 
development of the 192d OG Airmen.  Chief Reich also served as the State Command Chief for the Virginia Air National Guard.  
She was the principle advisor to the Adjutant General of Virginia and the Air Component Commander on qualify-of-life issues and 
concerns of the enslited corps, ensuring Airmen were trained and equipped to support continuous operations around the globe.  
During her career, Chief Reich has participated in Operations IRAQI FREEDOM, NEW DAWN and ENDURING FREEDOM.   
 
In her civilian career at the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, Chief Reich is an Intelligence Officer in the Counter Insider 
Threat Office; she manages partnerships and liaises with government, commercial, academic, and international communities to 
synchronize efforts to deter, detect, and mitigate threats posed by trusted insiders.  Previously, Chief Reich led a team of 19 
geospatial, imagery, and open-source analysts, traveling worldwide to deliver Human Geography technical training to U.S. 
civilians, U.S. military, and foreign partners; and served as the Executive Director of the Community Geospatial-Intelligence 
Training Council. 
 
 
 



 
EDUCATION 
1996     Information Management Apprentice Course, Keesler AFB, Ms. 
1999     Noncommissioned Officer Preparatory Military Course, Pope Air Force Base, N.C., by correspondence 
2003     Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice/Forensics and Psychology, Radford University 
2004     A+ Certification Course, Warfield Air National Guard, Baltimore, Md. 
2007     Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by correspondence 
2007     Geospatial Intelligence Imagery Analyst Course, Goodfellow AFB, Tx. 
2009     Joint Operations Center 101, Mullins National Guard Armory, Sandston, Va. 
2011     Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by correspondence 
2012     Afghanistan-Pakistan Cultural Course, National Defense University, Ft. McNair, Washington, D.C. 
2014     Leadership Essentials, Center for Creative Leadership, Springfield, Va. 
2015     Air National Guard Chiefs Executive Course, Joint Base Andrews, Md. 
2015     Associate in Applied Science, Intelligence Studies and Technology, Community College of the Air Force 
2016     Cultural Competencies, Emotional Intelligence, Situational Leadership, Center for Creative Leadership, Springfield, Va. 
2017     Joint Incident Awareness and Assessment Team Course, Langley AFB, Va. 
2017   7 Habits of Highly Successful People [Stephen R. Covey], Center for Creative Leadership, Springfield, Va.  
2018     Navigating Transformational Leadership, Center for Creative Leadership, Glen Allen, Va. 
2018     Air National Guard Command Chief Master Sergeant Orientation Course, Lackland AFB, Tx. 
2019     Master of Arts, International Relations/Security and Foreign Policy, American University, Washington, D.C. 
2020   Contracting Officer’s Representative Training, Defense Acquisition University, Ft. Belvoir, Va.  

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
1. October 1992 – December 1992, Student, Basic Military Training, Lackland AFB, Texas 
2. December 1992 – May 1995, Mobility Specialists, 89th Support Squadron, Andrews AFB, Md. 
3. June 1996 – May 2007, Information Management/Client Support Administrator, 192d Fighter Wing, Sandston, Va. 
4. May 2007 – August 2009, Imagery Analyst, 192d Intelligence Squadron, Langley AFB, Va. 
5. August 2009 – May 2014, Imagery Superintendent, 192d Intelligence Squadron, Langley AFB, Va. 
6. May 2014 – March 2017, Intel Operations Superintendent, 192d Intelligence Squadron, Langley AFB, Va. 
7. April 2017 – September 2018, Superintendent, 192d Operations Group, Langley AFB, Va. 
8. September 2018 – March 2023, State Command Chief, Virginia Air National Guard, Richmond, Va. 
9. March 2023 – Present, Command Senior Enlisted Leader, Virginia National Guard, Richmond, Va. 

 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Air Force Achievement Medal 
Combat Readiness Medal 
 
STATE AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Virginia National Guard Commendation Medal 
Virginia Governor’s National Service Medal 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ASSOCIATIONS 
Virginia Air National Guard Chiefs Council 
American University International Programs, Mentor 
World-Wide Human Geography Data (WWHGD) Working Group 
Enlisted Association of the National Guard, Life Member 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Airman, April 7, 1993 
Airman First Class, February 7, 1994 
Senior Airman, June 4, 1997 
Staff Sergeant, May 22, 2001 
Technical Sergeant, December 7, 2004 
Master Sergeant, April 15, 2008 
Senior Master Sergeant, February 14, 2012 
Chief Master Sergeant, July 18, 2014 
 
(Current as of July 2023) 



BIOGRAPHY 
U N I T E D    S T A T E S    A I R    F O R C E 

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT JEREMIAH W. ROSS 
Chief Master Sergeant Jeremiah W. Ross is Command Chief Master 
Sergeant for Seventh Air Force, Osan Air Base, South Korea. He 
serves as the personal advisor to the Commander on all matters 
regarding the welfare, readiness, morale, and proper utilization of 
more than 8,500 Total Force Airmen and family members across the 
Korean Peninsula. As the senior enlisted Airman for the Combined 
Air Component Command of United Nations Command and 
Combined Forces Command, he partners with Republic of Korea 
and joint service senior leaders, ensuring the combat readiness of 
the U.S.-ROK Alliance. 

Chief Ross was raised a Navy dependent prior to entering the Air 
Force in 1999 as an intelligence analyst. Throughout his career, he 
has held a variety of leadership positions serving at the squadron, 
wing, combatant command, and Headquarters Air Force levels. He 
has considerable joint service experience and participated in multiple 
operations to include deployments in direct support of Operations 
SOUTHERN WATCH, ENDURING FREEDOM, and IRAQI 
FREEDOM. 

Prior to his current assignment, he served as the Senior Enlisted Leader, Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and 
Programs, Headquarters Air Force. In this capacity, he was principal advisor to the senior Air Force officers 
responsible for the development, integration, evaluation, and analysis of the Air Force Program across the 
Future Years Defense Plan, ensuring the Air Force builds and employs effective air, space, and cyber forces 
to achieve national defense objectives. Chief Ross also served as an executive advisor to the Chief Master 
Sergeant of the Air Force and the Air Force Senior Enlisted Leader Council. 

EDUCATION 
1999 Signals Intelligence Analysis Course, Goodfellow Air Force Base, Tx.  
2003 Airman Leadership School, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan 
2005 Associate Degree, Communications Applications Technology, Community College of the Air Force 
2007 Bachelor of Science in Psychology, University of Maryland University College 
2008 Noncommission Officer Academy, Gunter Annex, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2009 Middle Enlisted Cryptologic Career Advancement Program graduate, National Security Agency  
2010 Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education Correspondence Course 
2011 Additional Duty First Sergeant Symposium, Lackland AFB, Tx. 
2012 Senior NCO Academy, Gunter Annex, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2015 Master of Arts degree, Leadership with emphasis on Emotional Intelligence, University of Oklahoma 
2017 Senior Enlisted Joint PME II Correspondence Course 
2017 Command Chief Master Sergeant Training Course, Joint Base Andrews, Md. 
2018 Senior Enlisted Legal Orientation, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2019 Gettysburg Leadership Experience, Gettysburg, Pa. 
2021 Leading Strategically, Center for Creative Leadership, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
2023 Air Force Strategic Leadership Course, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 



ASSIGNMENTS 
1. October 1999 - April 2005, Secure Comms Operator, Watch Reporter, Watch Supervisor, and 
Noncommissioned Officer in Charge Reporting Management, 390th Intelligence Squadron, Kadena 
AB, Okinawa, Japan 
2. September 2002 - December 2002, Watch Reporter and Watch Supervisor, 12th Expeditionary 
Intelligence Squadron, Prince Sultan AB, Saudi Arabia 
3. April 2005 - April 2006, Special Operations System Supervisor, 32nd Intelligence Squadron, Fort George 
G. Meade, Md. 
4. April 2006 - April 2009, Middle Enlisted Cryptologic Career Advancement Program participant, National 
Security Agency, Fort George G. Meade, Md. 
5. April 2009 - February 2010, NCOIC Cryptologic Support Team -7, 1st Cavalry Division, 1st Brigade 
Special Troops Battalion, Camp Taji, Iraq 
6. February 2010 - March 2011, NCOIC, 70th Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Wing, 
Field Advocate Program, 70th Operations Support Squadron, Fort George G. Meade, Md. 
7. March 2011 - March 2013, Superintendent, Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Division, 
and Additional Duty First Sergeant, 624th Operations Center, Lackland AFB, Tx. 
8. March 2013 - March 2014, Superintendent, Detachment 1, 303d Intelligence Squadron, and 
Operations Superintendent, Special United States Liaison Advisor - Korea, Yongsan Army Garrison, South 
Korea 
9. March 2014 - December 2014, Operations Superintendent and Mission Support Superintendent, 
324th Intelligence Squadron, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hi. 
10. December 2014 - May 2016, Superintendent, 324th Intelligence Squadron, Joint Base Pearl Harbor- 
Hickam, Hi. 
11. May 2016 - May 2019, Commandant, U.S. Cyber Command, Fort George G. Meade, Md. 
12. May 2019 - June 2021, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 70th Intelligence, Surveillance, 
and Reconnaissance Wing, Fort George G. Meade, Md. 
13. June 2021 - June 2023, Senior Enlisted Leader, Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and Programs, and 
executive advisor to Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force and Air Force Senior Enlisted Leader Council, 
Headquarters Air Force, Pentagon, Washington D.C. 
14. June 2023 - Present, Command Chief Master Sergeant, Seventh Air Force, Osan Air Base, South 
Korea 

 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Defense Superior Service Medal 
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster 
Bronze Star 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster  
Joint Service Commendation Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters 

 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
2003 John L. Levitow Award recipient, Airman Leadership School 
2008 NCO of the Year, 70th Operations Group 
2009 Lance P. Sijan Leadership Award Junior Enlisted Nominee, 70th OSS and 70th ISR Wing Staff 
2010 Gold Combat Spurs, 1st Cavalry Division, 1st Brigade, Special Troops Battalion 
2011 Lance P. Sijan Leadership Award Senior Enlisted Nominee, 624th OC 
2011 Outstanding Active Duty ISR SNCO of the Year, 624th OC 
2012 Distinguished Graduate, Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy 
2013 Lance P. Sijan Leadership Award Senior Enlisted Nominee, 694th ISR Group 

 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Chief Master Sergeant December 2015 

 
(Current as of July 2023) 



Sergeant Major Robert W Schieler
Command SEL, 3D Marine Division

Sergeant Major Robert W. Schieler enlisted in the Marine Corps in April 1998 and completed recruit training at MCRD Parris Island, 
SC.  He was a student at the Infantry Training Battalion, School of Infantry, Camp Geiger, NC from July to August 1998, and assigned 
the Military Occupational Specialty of 0311   He attended Marine Corps Security Force Training Company, Chesapeake, VA from 
September to October 1998.  

 
Private First Class Schieler reported to the United States Naval Academy Company, 8th and I Battalion, Annapolis, MD in October 
1998.  He was meritoriously promoted to Lance Corporal in April 1999 and to Corporal in August 1999.  He held the billets of Sentry, 
Corporal of the Guard, and Sergeant of the Guard, while also performing numerous ceremonial duties to include firing parties, funeral 
details, marching details and color guard.  

 
Corporal Schieler reported to Company B, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marines, 2nd Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, NC in February 2001.  He 
deployed to Okinawa, Japan from June to December 2001 in support of the Unit Deployment Program.  In July 2001, he was promoted 
to Sergeant and served as a Squad Leader and Platoon Guide.  From January to April 2002, he was deployed to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
with the Marines of Company B as part of Joint Task Force 160 where he served as a Guard Section Leader.  He deployed to Kuwait 
and Iraq as part of Task Force Tarawa, Regimental Combat Team  - 2, from January to June 2003, as a Mortar Section Leader. 

 
Sergeant Schieler reported to the School of Infantry (E), Camp Geiger, NC in January 2004 until March 2007.  Upon graduation from 
the Marine Combat Instructor Course, he was assigned to the Infantry Training Battalion and served as a Squad Leader, Platoon 
Commander, SNCOIC of the MOUT/Combat Marksmanship Section, S-3 Scheduling and Operations Chief.  He was meritoriously 
promoted to Staff Sergeant in July 2005.  

 
Staff Sergeant Schieler reported to Company I, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, NC in March 2007.  
He deployed from August 2007 to January 2008 with the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit as a Platoon Sergeant.  In October 2008, he 
deployed to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom as a Platoon Commander.  He was promoted to Gunnery Sergeant 
in January 2009. He returned in June 2009 and served as a Company Gunnery Sergeant and Company Executive Officer.  

 
Gunnery Sergeant Schieler reported to Staff Non-Commissioned Officer Academy, Quantico, VA in March 2010. He served as a 
Faculty Advisor and Chief Instructor for the Career Course.  In December 2011, he was selected for First Sergeant and frocked in 
March 2012.

 
First Sergeant Schieler reported to 2d Marine Special Operations Battalion, Camp Lejeune, NC in June 2012.  He deployed to 
Afghanistan as part of Special Operations Task Force 82 from September 2012 until April 2013.  He was then assigned as the Unit 
Senior Enlisted Leader for Marine Special Operations Company F and deployed to Afghanistan from May 2014 to October 2014.

 
First Sergeant Schieler reported to Headquarters and Service Battalion, Marine Corps Base Pendleton, Marine Corps Installation-West, 
CA in May 2015 was assigned as the Unit Senior Enlisted Leader for Bravo Company.  He was selected for Sergeant Major in 
November 2016 and departed in June 2017.
 
Sergeant Major Schieler reported to 3d Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion, Marine Air Control Group-38, Camp Pendleton, CA for 
duty as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader from June 2017 until May 2019.  He then served as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader 
for Combat Logistics Battalion-13 from May 2019 to February 2021.
 
Sergeant Major Schieler reported to Headquarters Battalion, 3d Marine Division in Camp Courtney, Okinawa, Japan for duty as the 
Command Senior Enlisted Leader in March 2021.  He became the Command Senior Enlisted Leader of 3D Marine Division in April 
2023.
 
His personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (4th Award), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3rd award), 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Army Achievement Medal, and Combat Action Ribbon.
 
Sergeant Major Schieler is married to the former Julia Ellen Bukszar.  They have three children: Alyssa, Kelsey, and Jacob.
 
 
 
 



Sergeant Major Hector J. SotoRodriguez 
Sergeant Major, United States Marine Corps Forces Korea

Sergeant Major Hector Soto-Rodriguez is a native of Fajardo, Puerto Rico and he enlisted into the Marine Corps as an 
infantryman in 1998.  After graduating from the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego California, he was meritoriously 
promoted to the rank of Private First Class before receiving orders to the School of Infantry, Camp Pendleton, California.  
In May 2000, Sergeant Major Soto was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, Camp Pendleton, California and in October 
2000 he deployed with the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit as an Infantry Team Leader.  During the deployment, he 
participated in humanitarian operations in East Timor, Operation Iron Magic in the United Arab Emirates and in Operation 
Determined Response in the port of Yemen.  After returning from deployment in January 2001, Sergeant Major Soto 
advanced to the billet of Squad Leader and was promoted to the rank of Corporal.  In June 2002, he deployed once again, 
this time with Battalion Landing Team 3/1 and the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 

In December 2002, Sergeant Major Soto returned from deployment before re-deploying the following month in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom as an infantry squad leader.  In December 2003, Sergeant Major Soto was assigned to Drill 
Instructor School Class 1-04, MCRD San Diego.  Upon completion of school he was assigned to Company D, First Recruit 
Training Battalion where he would serve as a Drill Instructor, Senior Drill Instructor, Series Chief Drill Instructor and earn a 
meritorious promotion to the rank of Staff Sergeant.

In December 2006, Sergeant Major Soto received orders to Company K, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines aboard Marine Corps 
Base, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.  In 2007, he served as the Weapons Platoon Sergeant and later the Company Gunnery 
Sergeant.  In 2008, he deployed to the Al Anbar Province, Iraq as the Convoy Commander for the Commanding Officer's 
personal security detail.  Immediately following this deployment, Sergeant Major Soto attended the Marine Corps Scout 
Sniper Course aboard Marine Corps Base Hawaii and on April 2nd, 2008, he was combat meritoriously promoted to the 
rank of Gunnery Sergeant.  In April 2009, Sergeant Major Soto deployed once again to Iraq, this time as the platoon 
sergeant for the battalions Scout Sniper Platoon.

In August 2009, Sergeant Major Soto received orders to Washington, DC after being selected for the Marine Corps' 
Congressional Fellowship Program.  In January 2011, he completed his tour in the United States House of Representatives 
where he served as a military advisor to Congressman Vic Snyder from Arkansas' 2nd District.  Between 2011 and 2012, 
Sergeant Major Soto served as a Sergeant Instructor at Officer Candidate School and worked out of the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the Pentagon as a member of Headquarters Marine Corps', Office of Legislative Affairs.  In May 2012, 
Sergeant Major Soto reported to Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia, Officer Candidate School, where he served as the 
Company First Sergeant for Company G.  Upon completion of his tour at Officer Candidate School, he reported to 3d 
Battalion, 4th Marines aboard Marine Corps Combat Training Center, 29 Palms, California where he deployed to 
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.   

In August 2014, he received orders to MCRD Parris Island, South Carolina where he served as the Mike Company and 
Lima Company First Sergeant.  On October 1st, 2017 Sergeant Major Soto was selected to his current rank before 
receiving orders to Marine Corps Recruiting Station St. Louis, Missouri where he served as the Recruiting Station Sergeant 
Major.  In June 2020, Sergeant Major Soto was ordered to Marine Air Control Group-18 to serve as the Group Sergeant 
Major.  In June 2022, Sergeant Major Soto was selected to serve in his current billet as the Sergeant Major of United 
States Marine Corps Forces Korea. His accomplishments include honor graduate of several schools including the Marine 
Corps' Scout Sniper Course and the Marine Corps' Infantry Unit Leader's Course.  Sergeant Major Soto is a graduate of 
Pennsylvania State University where he earned a degree in Labor Relations & Human Resources. His personal awards 
include the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, and the Combat Action Ribbon.      
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Command Sergeant Major Timothy J. Sprunger
21st Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army 
Medical Command and Senior Enlisted Advisor 
to The U.S. Army Surgeon General 

Command Sergeant Major Sprunger enlisted in the United States 
Army as a 91A – Medical Specialist (now 68W) and attended 
Basic Combat Training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and Advanced 
Individual Training at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

CSM Sprunger’s military education includes all levels of 
Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Study 
(NCOPDS) to include Class 59 of the United States Army 
Sergeants Major Academy. He has a  ttended numerous 

functional courses to include Airborne School, Air Assault Course, Jump Master Course, Drill 
Sergeant School, Master Fitness Trainer Course, Equal Opportunity Leader Course, First 
Sergeants Course, Instructor Training Course, Combatives Level I Course, Battalion and 
Brigade Pre-Command Courses, AMEDD Pre-Command Course, Basic Healthcare 
Administration Course, AMEDD Executive Skills Course, Senior Leader Seminar, Army 
Strategic Leader Development Program-Basic, Nominative Leader Course, and the CSM Force 
Management Course. 

CSM Sprunger’s military career includes assignments as Aidman and Treatment NCO, 1st 
Battalion, 508th Airborne Infantry, 193rd Infantry Brigade, Fort Kobbe, Republic of Panama; 
Evacuation and Treatment NCO, 1st Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment and Division 
Surgeon Noncommissioned Officer in Charge (NCOIC), 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina; Drill Sergeant and Senior Drill Sergeant, 232nd Medical Battalion, Fort Sam 
Houston; Medical Platoon Sergeant, 3rd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd 
Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, where he deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom I; 
Medical Platoon Sergeant, 2nd Battalion, 87th Infantry and First Sergeant, 10th Sustainment 
Brigade Support Battalion, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, New York, where he deployed in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom VII; Chief Enlisted Instructor of the Physician Extender 
Branch and First Sergeant of B Company, 187th Medical Battalion, Fort Sam Houston; Senior 
Clinical NCO and Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Medical Department (USAMEDDAC) 
Activity, West Point, New York; Command Sergeant Major, USAMEDDAC, Fort Drum; 
Command Sergeant Major, Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Landstuhl, Germany; 
Command Surgeon Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Forces Command, Fort Bragg; Deputy Chief of 
Staff G-3/5/7 Sergeant Major, Office of the Surgeon General and Army Medical Command, Falls 
Church, Virginia; Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Medical Research and Development 
Command, Fort Detrick, Maryland; Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Medical Readiness 
Command, West, JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. 

CSM Sprunger’s awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit (with three oak leaf 
clusters), Bronze Star Medal (with one oak leaf cluster), Meritorious Service Medal (with four 
oak leaf clusters), Army Commendation Medal (with four oak leaf clusters), Army Achievement 
Medal (with five oak leaf clusters), Army Good Conduct Medal (ninth award), National Defense 
Service Medal (with one bronze star), Afghanistan Campaign Medal (with two bronze stars), 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, 
Humanitarian Service Medal, Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Noncommissioned 
Officer Professional Development Ribbon (with numeral six), Army Service Ribbon, Overseas 



Ribbon (numeral four), and the NATO Medal. His unit awards include the Presidential Unit 
Citation, Valorous Unit Award, Meritorious Unit Commendation, and Army Superior Unit Award 
(with two oak leaf clusters). His badges include the Combat Medical Badge, Expert Field 
Medical Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, Drill Sergeant Badge, Driver and 
Mechanic Badge (Driver-W), Expert Marksmanship Badge (Pistol), Honduran Parachutist 
Badge, and Turkish Parachutist Badge. He is also a proud recipient of the coveted Order of 
Military Medical Merit. 
 
CSM Sprunger holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Health Education and a Certificate in 
Emergency and Disaster Management from Trident University International. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Command Master Chief (SS/AW) Marcus A. Steimer 
Command Master Chief 

Naval Information Warfighting Development Center (NIWDC) 
 

Master Chief Steimer, a native of San Rafael, California, enlisted in the 
United States Navy in February 1996. Following completion of basic 
training Great Lakes, Illinois, he reported to Naval Submarine School, 
Groton, Connecticut, completing Basic Enlisted Submarine School and 
Navigation Electronic Technician apprenticeship training. His first 
assignment was onboard USS Olympia (SSN-717) in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
as a member of navigation division, where he completed his initial 
submarine qualifications and first deployment to the western pacific. In 
1999, he completed the Electronic Support Measures “C” school / 
maintenance pipeline and converted to Communications Electronics 
Technician. He then reported to USS Springfield (SSN-761) as a member of 
communications division, conducting two deployments to the 
Mediterranean Sea and Persian Gulf.  
 

Master Chief Steimer was selected for advancement to Chief Petty Officer and was assigned to USS 
Wyoming (SSBN-742) BLUE, where he led the communications division through five Strategic Deterrent 
Patrols. In 2011 he also was assigned to USS North Carolina (SSN-777) as Navigation Operations 
Department Enlisted Advisor for her maiden deployment to the Western Pacific.  Shore duty assignments 
include Naval Submarine School ESM Operator “A” school Leading Petty Officer and Lead Instructor 
where he earned the Master Training Specialist Designation, Communications Assistant to Commander 
Submarine Squadron Three, and Communications Assistant to Commander Submarine Squadron One.  
 
In January 2013, he reported to USS Buffalo (SSN-715) in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, as Chief of the Boat. His 
tour included seeing the ship through a major overhaul and return to readiness status which included the 
first short-fused national tasking assignment from a homeport in over ten years. Following his COB tour, 
Master Chief Steimer served as Command Master Chief of Submarine Learning Facility Norfolk; Electronic 
Attack Squadron ONE THREE SIX (VAQ-136), where he conducted one Western Pacific deployment and 
participated in the 2018 Rim of the Pacific exercise on USS Carl Vinson (CVN-71); and as the first 
Command Master Chief of Navy Cyber Defense Operations Command / CTF 1020;  and was selected to 
his current assignment as the first Command Master Chief of Naval Information Warfighting Development 
Center in December 2022. 
 
Master Chief Steimer is a graduate of the U.S. Navy Senior Enlisted Academy (Class 168), Command 
Master Chief/Chief of the Boat course, MCPON’s Executive Leadership Symposium, and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in business management from Excelsior University. His personal decorations include 
Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Navy Commendation Medal (five awards), the Navy 
Achievement Medal (four awards) and various unit and campaign awards. 



 
 
CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT JUSTIN G. STOLTZFUS 
 
Chief Master Sgt. Stoltzfus serves as the Command Chief 
for the 412th Test Wing, Edwards Air Force Base (AFB), 
California. As the Command Chief, he is the principal 
enlisted advisor to the wing commander on all matters 
concerning readiness, training, education, and resiliency 
of the wing’s 19,500 active duty, reserve, civil service, and 
defense industrial base contractors on the second largest 
base in the U.S. Air Force. He also represents the enlisted 
force at a multitude of meetings, committees, boards, and 
steering councils supporting the wing’s personnel across 
56 organizational developmental test and evaluation units 
to advance multiple Department of Defense programs 
valued at $1.4 billion dollars. These test/programs include 
KC-46, KC-135, KC-10, C-17, C-5, F-35, F-22, F-16, B-
21, B-1, B-2, B-52, eT-7A, RQ-4 and emerging 
technologies. 
 
Chief Stoltzfus entered the Air Force in December of 1997 
and graduated from the Heating, Ventilation, Air 
Conditioning, Refrigeration maintenance course at 
Sheppard AFB, Texas in August 1998. Since then, he has 
held a variety of leadership positions at the squadron and 
group levels, including First Sergeant duty from March 
2014 through November 2017. Prior to assuming his 
current position, Chief Stoltzfus was the Command Chief 
Master Sergeant, 39th Air Base Wing, Incirlik Air Base (AB), Turkey. 
 
EDUCATION 
2002 Airmen Leadership School, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan 
2010 Non-commissioned Officer Academy, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan 
2013 Associate Degree, Mechanical/Electrical Technology, Community College of the Air Force 
2013 Air Force Senior Non-commissioned Officer (SNCO) Course 14, by correspondence 
2013 Marine Corps Staff (SNCO) Academy, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan  
2014 First Sergeant Academy, Maxwell AFB, AL.  
2015 Associate Degree, Human Resource Management, Community College of the Air Force 
2017 Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education, Course II, by correspondence 
2017 Bachelor of Science, University of Management and Technology (Cum-Laude), Arlington, VA. 
2020 Chief Leadership Course, by correspondence 
2021 Group Superintendent's Course, Maxwell AFB, AL. 
2021 Enterprise Perspective Seminar, Alan L. Freed Associates, Washington D.C. 
2023 Leading Strategically, Center for Creative Leadership (CCL), Colorado Springs, CO. 
 
 
 



ASSIGNMENTS 
1. December 1997 – August 1998, Student, Basic Military Training, Lackland AFB, Texas 
2. August 1998 – September 2001, Apprentice, 60th Civil Engineer Squadron, Travis AFB, Calif. 
2. September 2001 – September 2007, Journeyman, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan 
3. September 2007 – November 2010, HVAC/R NCOIC, 436th Civil Engineer Squadron, Dover AFB, Del. 
4. November 2010 – January 2012, HVAC/R Section Chief, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan 
5. October 2013 – May 2015, First Sergeant, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB, Okinawa Japan 
6. May 2015 – May 2016, First Sergeant, 18th Munitions Squadron, Kadena AB, Okinawa Japan 
7. May 2016 – November 2017, First Sergeant, 18th Medical Group, Kadena AB, Okinawa Japan 
8. November 2017 – June 2020, Superintendent, 5th Civil Engineer Squadron, Minot AFB, N.D. 
9. July 2020 – June 2022, Senior Enlisted Leader, Los Angeles, Los Angeles SB, Calif. 
10. June 2022 – June 2022, Command Chief, 39th Air Base Wing, Incirlik AB, Turkey 
11. July 2022 – Present, Command Chief, 412th Test Wing, Edwards AFB, Calif. 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS  
Legion of Merit 
Meritorious Service Medal, two oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal, three oak leaf clusters 
Army Commendation Medal 
Air Force Achievement Medal, four oak leaf clusters 
Meritorious Unit Award 
Air Force Recognition Ribbon 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal 
Iraq Campaign Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal 
Humanitarian Service Medal 
Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border 
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS  
2000 Below the Zone, 60th Mission Support Group, Travis AFB, Calif. 
2005 NCO of the Year, 18th Civil Engineer Group, Kadena AB, Japan 
2006 Major General Eugene Lupia Outstanding Military Technician, NCO Category, Pacific Air Forces 
2007 Commander in Chief Installation Excellence, Individual Award Winner, Department of Defense 
2013 Outstanding Information Assurance Program Manager, Headquarters United Air Forces in Europe/A6 
2011 NCO of the Year, 18th Civil Engineer Group, Kadena AB, Japan 
2012 Lance P. Sijan Nominee, 18th Wing, Kadena AB, Japan 
2013 Marine Corps SNCO Academy, Commandant Award, Camp Hansen, Okinawa Japan  
2014 First Sergeant of the Year, 5th Air Force, Yokota AB, Japan 
2018 Lance P. Sijan Nominee, 5th Bomb Wing, Minot AFB, N.D. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF PROMOTION 
Chief Master Sergeant  Nov 2019 
 
(Current as of January 2024) 



 

Command Master Chief Thomasson entered the U.S. Navy in 
September 1997 from Haysville, Kansas. After completing Boot 
Camp at RTC Great Lakes, he attended the Airman Apprentice 
Training School at Great Lakes Naval Training Center, IL in 
December 1997. His first duty assignment was with the USS 
HARRY S. TRUMAN (CVN 75) in Norfolk, Virginia.   

His subsequent tours include NATTC in Pensacola, Florida 
where he served as an Airman Apprentice Training School 
Instructor earning his Master Training Specialist qualification. In 
2005, ABE1 Thomasson transferred to USS KITTY HAWK (CV 63) 
homeported in Yokosuka, Japan. In 2008, he reported to USS 
GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73) where he was selected to 
Chief Petty Officer in 2009. 

In 2011, Chief Thomasson served as Operations Department 
Leading Chief Petty Officer at Naval Air Facility Misawa, Japan 

where he oversaw aviation support services for Forward Deployed Naval Forces. In 2014, ABEC 
Thomasson returned for duty onboard USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73) until cross-decking to the 
USS RONALD REAGAN (CVN 76) where he completed multiple SEVENTH FLEET deployments. In 2016, he 
was selected to Senior Chief Petty Officer and to Master Chief Petty Officer in 2019. 

In July 2019 he was hand selected by Carrier Strike Group FIVE/Task Force SEVEN ZERO for emergent 
assignment as the Command Master Chief onboard USS LAKE ERIE (CG 70) halfway through a 7 month 
deployment to SEVENTH FLEET. In 2020 he was selected for the Command Master Chief Program and 
assumed duties as the Command Master Chief for USS BENFOLD (DDG 65) in Yokosuka, Japan where he 
has completed multiple patrols within the East and South China Seas. In March 2023, Command Master 
Chief Thomasson assumed duties as Carrier Air Wing FIVE Command Master Chief, headquarters in 
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and attached to the USS RONALD REAGAN (CVN-76) Carrier Strike 
Group FIVE. 

Master Chief Thomasson is a graduate of the U.S. Navy Senior Enlisted Academy (Class 220 “Orange”) 
and CMC/COB Course Class 20070. 

He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Work Force Education Development from Southern Illinois University 
and a Certificate of Japanese Language Studies from the University of Maryland University College. 

His personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3 
awards) and the Navy and Marine Corps Achieve Medal (7 awards). 



   

 U N I T E D S T A T E S A I R F O R C E  
 

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT JEREMY L. UNTERSEHER 
Chief Master Sgt. Jeremy L. Unterseher is the Command Chief 
Master Sergeant for 15th Air Force, Shaw Air Force Base, 
South Carolina. He advises the commander and staff on 
matters influencing the health, welfare, morale and effective 
utilization of all assigned personnel. Fifteenth AF organizes, 
trains, and equips its subordinate commands to prepare for 
and execute its wartime mission. Additionally, 15th Air Force 
commands 13 wings and three direct reporting units in the 
U.S., ensuring the operational readiness of over 800 aircraft 
and more than 47,000 active duty and civilian members. 

CMSgt Unterseher entered the Air Force in August of 1995 and 
graduated from Navy School Explosive Ordnance Disposal in June 
1996. His background includes various duties in the Explosive 
Ordnance career field at unit, MAJCOM, and HAF levels. His assignments  
have stretched across all theaters of operation to include deployments in  
support of Operations SOUTHERN WATCH, IRAQI FREEDOM, ENDURING  
FREEDOM, RESOLUTE SUPPORT, and ATLANTIC RESOLVE. 

 
EDUCATION 

 
2000 Associate in applied sciences Degree, Explosive Ordnance Disposal (CCAF) 
2009 Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education Course (correspondence) 
2010 Professional Manager’s Certification, CCAF 
2013 AFSO 21 Executive Leader Course, Knoxville, Tennessee 
2014 Bachelors in emergency and Disaster Management (Cum Laude), American Military University 
2018 Masters in strategic studies, Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama 
2019 Leading Strategically, Center for Creative Learning, Colorado Springs, CO 
2020 Baltic Region Command Senior Enlisted Leader Course, Baltic Defence College, Tartu Estonia 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
Jul 1996 – Sep 1999, EOD Journeyman, 86th Civil Engineer Squadron, Ramstein AB, Germany 

(Deployed Mar – Jul 1998, Ahmed Al Jaber AB, Kuwait) 
Sep 1999 – Sep 2000, EOD Journeyman, 8th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kunsan AB, South Korea 
Sep 2000 – Oct 2002, EOD Craftsman, 1st Civil Engineer Squadron, Langley AFB, Virginia 

(Deployed Dec 2001 – Jun 2002, Prince Sultan AB, Saudi Arabia) 
Oct 2002 – Dec 2007, EOD Craftsman, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron, Tyndall AFB, Panama City, Florida 

(Deployed Mar – Sep 2005, FOB Warhorse, Iraq) 
(Deployed Apr – Sep 2007, FOB Gardez, Afghanistan) 

Dec 2007 – Feb 2011, NCOIC EOD Logistics, 56th Civil Engineer Squadron, Luke AFB, Arizona 
(Deployed Jul 2008 – Jan 2009, Bagram AB, Afghanistan) 
(Deployed Nov 2009 – April 2010, FOB Shank, Afghanistan) 



Feb 2011 – May 2013, Superintendent, EOD Flight, 509th Civil Engineer Squadron, Whiteman AFB, Missouri 
(Deployed Aug 2011 – Feb 2012, FOB Ghazni, Afghanistan) 

May 2013 – Jun 2016, EOD Functional Manager, HQ Air Mobility Command, Scott AFB, Illinois 
(Deployed Feb – Aug 2014, Al Udeid AB, Qatar) 

Jun 2016 – Jul 2017, EOD Program Manager, AFIMSC Detachment 8, Langley AFB, VA 
Jul 2017 – May 2018, Student, Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama 
Jul 2018 – Jul 2019, Senior Enlisted Advisor, Deputy Chief of Staff A10, Headquarters AF, Washington, D.C. 
July 2019 – Jun 2021, Command Chief, 435th Air Ground Operations Wing/435th Air Expeditionary Wing, 
Ramstein AB, Germany 
Jun 2021 – July 2023, Command Chief, 31 Fighter Wing, Aviano AB, Italy 
July 2023 – Present, Command Chief, 15th Air Force, Shaw AFB, S.C. 

 
DECORATIONS 
 
Legion of Merit with one oak leaf cluster 
Bronze Star Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters 
Joint Service Commendation Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters 
Joint Service Achievement Medal 
Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
 

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 

86th Civil Engineer Squadron Airman of the Year, 1997 
86th Civil Engineer Group Airman of the Year, 1998 
Distinguished Graduate, Airman Leadership School 
Leadership Award, Airman Leadership School 
1st Civil Engineer Squadron Major General Lupia Award, 2001 
1st Fighter Wing Lance P. Sijan Award, 2001 
John L. Levitow Award, Non-Commissioned Officer Academy 
325th Civil Engineer Squadron NCO of the Year, 2006 
56th Fighter Wing Lance P. Sijan Award, 2009 
AETC CMSgt Daniels Award, 2009 
56th Civil Engineer SNCO of the Year, 2009 
Distinguished Graduate, Senior Non-Commissioned Officer Academy 
CMSgt Renfroe Commandant’s Award, Senior Non-Commissioned Officer Academy 

 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Chief Master Sergeant – 1 Dec 2013 

 
(Current as of Jul 2023) 
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Gerard “Gerry“ M. Mauer, Jr. 
Director 

Capstone, Keystone, Pinnacle 
 
Rear Admiral Mauer retired from the Navy in March 2008 after over 
31 years of service, which included extensive experience in fleet 
operations, resource management, technical innovation, Joint 
Professional Military Education (JPME), interagency coordination, 
and leading organizational change in NATO and joint commands. 
 
From 2008 to 2011, RADM Mauer was a Group Vice President for 
Sabre Systems Inc. He was responsible for developing then 
implementing the corporate strategic plan and managing the 
Southeast Region’s profit and loss operations, its contracts, 
corporate business development, human resources programs, and 
Capability Maturity Model Integration (CMMI) level III attainment.  
After leaving Sabre Systems, RADM Mauer had positions as an 
Associate with Burdeshaw Associates, as a Senior Analyst for Wikistrat, as a Board member 
and Board Tresurer for the Navy Safe Harbor Foundation, and as a representative and the 
national Co-Chair for the US Global Leadership Coalition’s Veterans for Smart Power. 
 
Admiral Mauer’s last position in the Navy was from 2006 to 2008, when he served as the 
Commandant, Industrial College of the Armed Forces (ICAF).  He was responsible for executing 
the congressionally mandated and accredited master’s degree senior Professional Military 
Education curriculum. As a university leader, he directly supported the direction of the National 
Defense University and was a key member in the development of the University’s strategic plan. 
 
From 2003 to 2006, he served as the NATO Allied Command Transformation’s Director, Joint 
Experimentation, Exercises, and Assessment, where he developed and implemented NATO’s 
largest Concept Development and Experimentation program. The scope included creating 
NATO’s transformation strategic vision and aligning the vision with its concepts and 
requirements.  As a result of his initiatives, NATO rapidly implemented new processes, policies, 
and systems in support of its forces in Afghanistan and Iraq as well new capabilities to support 
its political and military infrastructure in NATO headquarters.  
 
From 2001 to 2003, he was the Deputy, Directorate for Information Operations (J39/DDIO), 
Joint Staff Director of Operations (J-3) where he was responsible for direct coordination with the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense staff, Combatant Commands, and interagency organizations 
in their global information operations. In this capacity, his responsibilities also included 
supervision and operational coordination of the Joint Staff’s Special Technical Operations 
information system and its programs. 
 
Admiral Mauer graduated from Villanova University and the Naval Postgraduate School. He was 
a Naval Aviator who commanded Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadrons SEVEN (HS-7) and TEN 
(HS-10) in addition to assignment as the Commanding Officer of USS NASSAU (LHA 4). He has 
vast experience at sea with deployments to the Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, and Arabian 
Gulf.  Ashore assignments included: Naval Postgraduate School student, Assistant Program 
Manager for the Naval Air Systems Command  SH-60F/H helicopter program (PMA 266), and 
Training Officer and Instructor Pilot in Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron ONE (HS-1).  He 
started with Capstone in August of 2016. 
 



Clifford E. (Cliff) Wheeler, Jr. 

Keystone & Pinnacle Program Manager  

clifford.wheeler.civ@ndu.edu; 202-685-4250

Clifford E. Wheeler, Jr. (Cliff) is the Program Manager for the Keystone and Pinnacle programs at CAPSTONE. He is 
responsible for curriculum development and execution of both courses, to include; planning, administration, assessment 
of educational objectives and student learning, and review and revision of course curricula as needed.  

Cliff is a native of Woodville, MS. He retired from the Army in November 2014 after 28 years in active and reserve 
service. He began his military service in November 1986 as a 19D Cavalry Scout in the Mississippi Army National Guard. 
Commissioned as an Armor officer and Distinguished Military Graduate from the Ole Miss Army ROTC program, he 
entered active duty at Ft. Knox, KY in September 1988.  

Cliff served in both staff and leadership positions in Armor and Cavalry units in Germany, Fort Hood, Texas, and Fort 
Stewart, Georgia. He commanded at the platoon, company, and battalion levels, culminating with command of the 5th 
Squadron, 7th Cavalry, 3rd Infantry Division from 2006-2008. He served two tours in Iraq; as Brigade Executive Officer for 
1st Brigade, 1st Armored Division (2003-2004) in Baghdad and as Squadron Commander of 5-7 Cavalry in Ramadi, 
Fallujah, and Arab Jabour.  

Key staff assignments include the Lieutenants’ and Captains’ Career Manager at Armor Branch, Army Personnel 
Command; Exercise Planner at V Corps G3 in Heidelberg, Germany; analyst for the 2006 Quadrennial Defense Review at 
Department of the Army, G8; and Chief of Officer Distribution at Army Human Resources Command. His final assignment 
was Deputy Director for Overseas Planning and International Engagement at CAPSTONE, National Defense University. 

From 2015 to 2018, Cliff was an organizational and leadership consultant and later an Assistant Vice President and 
Program Manager at Command Security Corporation in Herndon, Virginia.  

Among Cliff’s military awards and decorations are the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, the Presidential Unit Citation, 
and the Navy Unit Commendation. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from the University of Mississippi, and 
Masters of Science degrees in Adult and Continuing Education from Kansas State University, and in National Resource 
Strategy from the National Defense University.  

Cliff is a passionate volunteer for the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park, the Bristoe Station 
Battlefield Heritage Park, the National Museum of the United States Army, and the Tragedy Assistance Program for 
Survivors (T.A.P.S.). He is proud father of three sons; Clifford III, Stuart Ashby, and Morgan. 

mailto:clifford.wheeler.civ@ndu.edu


Mr. Eric Workman 
Deputy Director - Operations 

 

Eric Workman is the newest member of the 
Capstone, Keystone, Pinnacle Program staff. 
Prior to joining the NDU Team, Eric worked at 
the Department of the Treasury.  

Eric graduated from the University of 
Pittsburgh where he received a Bachelor of 
Science in Economics, a Bachelor of Arts in 
Philosophy, a Certificate in Russian, Eurasian, 
and Eastern European Studies, a Minor in 
Turkish, and a Minor in Linguistics. While at 
Pitt, Eric received several national 
scholarships including the Department of 
State’s Critical Language Scholarship, the 
Department of Defense’s Boren Scholarship, 
and the Department of Education’s Foreign 
Language and Area Studies Fellowship. For 
his work on Russian influence operations, Eric 
was awarded the Brackenridge Research 
Fellowship by the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Honors College. Eric has presented his 
research at conferences and universities 
throughout the country including at Yale 
University, Columbia University, and at the annual meeting of the Middle East Studies 
Association.  

Eric grew up in a military family and moved over 15 times, but is proud to now call 
Washington, D.C. home. He loves traveling, trying new foods, and sports–especially 
running and baseball. 
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