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Africa: Challenges and Opportunities

C O M O R O S

S E Y C H E L L E S

S A O  T O M E  &  
P R I N C I P E

M A U R I T I U S

C A B O
V E R D E

An Economy of Force Theater…An Ounce of Prevention…Cheap Insurance for America

3Ds…Diplomacy, Development and Defense
A few troops and a few dollars go a long way on a continent 3.5 times the size of the U.S.
~7,000 troop (<.3% of USMIL) + $2.1B total authority (~.3% of DoD budget)…USG & DoD can afford it!
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Why Africa Matters to U.S. Interests
Africa becomes more important to U.S. political, economic, and security interests every day

• Global population growth is almost exclusively African
• Africa has vast, untapped natural resources including strategic minerals
• African economies are growing fast

Threats to U.S. Interests will emanate from Africa
• VEOs aspire to kill Americans in Africa and our homeland

 AQ/al-Shabaab, AQIM/JNIM, ISIS 
• Strategic and Regional Competitors are active in Africa

 China, Russia, Iran
 China’s “Second Continent”

Climate Change exacerbates challenges already threating fragile states and vulnerable populations

Whole of Government, Allies and Partners Must Work Together to Achieve Stability in Africa

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIEDCAO: 23 0943Z MAY 22



U S A F R I C O M 4U S A F R I C O M

Why AFRICOM is Important
Ensure Access & Influence

• Freedom of Action
Protect the Homeland

• Counter GPC & VEO threats
Respond to Crises

• Humanitarian, Disaster, Evac
Support Allies & Partners West Africa:

Coordinate Action with
Allies and Partners

South / Central Africa:
Respond to crisis to Protect U.S. 
Interests

Legend

Undersea Cable

Geostrategic Key Terrain
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North Africa:
Gain & Maintain strategic
access and influence.

East Africa:
Disrupt VEO threats to 
U.S. Interests

Graphic Current as of:  19 OCT 2021

ISR Basing

Permanent U.S. Military Base

Cooperative Security Location

High-Threat U.S. Diplomatic Post 
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Diplomacy - Development - Defense
AFRICOM was built to be a Different kind of Combatant command

• Diplomacy is the “Tool of First Resort”
• Governance and Development efforts depend on security
• DoD presence enables inter-agency activities in locations where security is at risk

USAID Funding $108/yr

Under $80M
$80M - $200M
Over $200M < $500M
Over $500M

Regional Mission

DoD Presence

Moderate, rotational

Limited, rotational (<100)

Limited, episodic (<100)

DAO only, occasional

Significant
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Questions?
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